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OLIVER  TREES 

A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 


No.  JULY,  1910.  7. 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


CLIMATE  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE 
TROPICS. 

J.  M.  WRIGHT,  M.  D.,  CHINA. 

An  article  written  in  1877  is  prefaced 
as  follows:  “To  those  who  are  impelled 

by  necessity  or  induced  by  interest  to  visit 
the  torrid  zone  and  relinquish  the  bless- 
ings which  flow  from  exercise  in  the  de- 
lightful climates  of  the  earth,  in  tem- 
perate regions — to  those  who  exchange 
their  native  countries,  which  yield  the 
free  and  unbounded  enjoyments  of  spon- 
taneous health,  for  such  as  no  care  nor 
art  can  ever  make  agreeable — some  cau- 
tion may  be  necessary,  some  precepts  use- 
ful." ( Journal  of  American  Medical  As- 
sociation.) 

The  tropics  for  centuries  have  con- 
tained wealth  coveted  by  the  enlightened 
nations,  and  have  many  and  varied  at- 
tractions for  the  white  man;  and  although 
the  quotation  just  given  may  have  lost 
some  of  its  then  truth,  it  has  not  lost  all. 
A present-day  writer  says  that  “white 
people  living  and  residing  for  long  periods 
'of  time  in  the  tropics  cause  harm  to  them- 
selves and  deterioration  to  the  race,  and 
unless  their  residence  is  merely  temporary 
their  children  will  be  handicapped,  and 
their  grandchildren,  if  any,  will  see  the 
finish  of  the  family." 

“As  most  of  our  heat  is  due  to  solariza- 
tion,  the  long  tropical  day  accounts  for 
the  great  heat,  while  the  blanket  of  mois- 


ture always  present  prevents  the  radiation 
of  heat  by  night."  ( Journal  of  A.  M.  A.) 

The  history  in  the  past  of  the  white 
race  in  the  tropics  is  not  a pleasant 
one  in  regard  to  health.  How  was  it 
in  South  America,  in  Havana,  in  Africa, 
in  the  Philippines,  in  India?  Mission- 
aries, soldiers  and  civilians  going  to  these 
countries  soon  were  gathered  in  by  the 
grim  reaper  or  sent  home  a wreck  of  for- 
mer self.  But  now  we  have  modern  sani- 
tation stepping  in  and  dispelling  this  dark 
cloud  of  death.  In  many  places  we  have 
seen  this  Arab  tenting,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing of  our  experience,  how  true  it  can  be 
said  of  him  in  some  places  that  during  the 
night  he  has  folded  his  tent  and  stolen 
away — let  us  hope  forever. 

All  things  have  a cause.  The  effects 
may  be  prevented,  providing  the  cause  is 
known  and  can  be  removed.  Acting  on 
this  principle,  men  began  to  investigate 
this  death-dealing  tropical  climate.  Ho 
white  person  could  for  years  with  im- 
punity set  foot  in  the  city  of  Havana  or 
on  the  shores  of  Panama  because  of  the 
deadly  yellow  fever  and  the  withering 
blast  of  “the  malaria."  “The  tropical 
diseases  of  first  importance  are  malaria, 
cholera,  yellow  fever,  dysentery,  beri  beri 
and  relapsing  fever,  with  certain  parasitic 
disorders,  such  as  ankylostomiasis." 
(Medicine  and  Hygiene  of  the  Tropics.) 
What  was  to  be  done?  Evidently  to  find 
the  cause  and  remove  it.  It  was  found  by 
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diligent  search  and  careful  experiment 
that  the  mosquito  was  the  vector  of  at 
least  two  of  these  great  foes.  The  eradi- 
cation of  this  pest  and  the  observance  of 
the  already  well-known  sanitary  measures 
was  the  key,  and  by  its  application  has 
opened  worlds  formerly  comparatively  un- 
approachable until  the  records  have  been 
changed  from  being  mainly  tabulations  of 
death  to  read,  “Comparison  favorable  with 
home  cities.”  Other  civilized  countries 
have  joined  the  campaign  against  disease 
in  their  tropical  dependencies,  and  with 
good  effect. 

The  germs  of  all  but  one  of  the  above- 
named  scourges  have  been  found.  Dysen- 
tery, typhoid,  cholera,  malarial  fevers, 
oriental  sore,  round  worm  infection, 
dengue  and  others  are  now  known  to  be 
carried  by  mosquitoes  and  flies,  which 
either  infect  the  person  directly  or  con- 
taminate the  food  and  water,  and  all  of 
these  are  preventable  diseases. 

What  are  some  of  the  methods  taken 
to  escape  the  diseases  of  the  tropics?  Pro- 
phylaxis offers  the  greatest  hope.  Tem- 
perance in  all  things.  Rest — daily,  an- 
nual vacations,  furloughs.  Protection 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Proper  cloth- 
ing. Properly  cooked  food  and  water 
thrice  boiled.  Comfortable  dwellings  sit- 
uated on  elevated  ground  (250  feet  eleva- 
tion being  equal  to  one  degree  north  lati- 
tude.— Journal  of  A.  M.  A.)  Drainage, 
so  that  no  standing  water  or  place  for 
hatching  mosquitoes  is  within  a radius  of 
200  yards  of  dwellings.  All  houses 
screened.  Bed  nets.  All  wells  or  con- 
tainers of  water  covered  or  screened.  No 
cesspools.  Free  distribution  of  quinine 
to  natives.  Destruction  of  rats  and  the 
building  of  rat-proof  houses.  Oils  on 
waters  not  capable  of  being  drained,  etc. 

As  malaria  is  the  hydra-headed  mon- 
ster of  the  tropics,  let  us  quote  for  ex- 
ample one  of  the  colonial  office  reports  of 


the  British  colony  in  Nyasaland.  “1. 
Measures  which  may  be  said  to  be  in  gen- 
eral application,  a The  clearing  of  all 
brushwood  and  rank  vegetation  in  and 
around  European  settlements,  b Drain- 
age wherever  this  is  practicable,  c Fill- 
ing up  of  hollows  and  depressions  where 
water  is  likely  to  collect  and  stagnate. 
d Segregation  of  natives  in  what  are 
termed  native  locations,  at  a distance  from 
the  dwellings  of  Europeans.  Great  inn 
portance  is  attached  to  this  measure  in 
view  of  the  high  percentage  of  malignant 
tertian  infection  in  native  children. 

2.  Measures  which  are  in  more  or  less 
general  application,  a The  taking  of 
quinine  as  a prophylactic,  b The  use  of 
mosquito  nets. 

3.  Measures  which  are  not  in  employ- 
ment, but  the  expediency  of  which  is 
generally  recognized,  a Making  houses 
wholly  or  partly  mosquito-proof  with  wire 
gauze  netting,  b The  quinination  of  the 
native  population  in  the  neighborhood  of 
European  settlements,  more  particularly 
of  infant  children. 

4.  Measures  advocated  and  put  into  ef- 
fect in  some  colonies,  but  which,  by  reason 
of  cost,  would  be  prohibitive  in  this  Pro- 
tectorate. a Drainage  of  marshes,  b Fill- 
ing up  of  swamps,  c Application  of  par- 
affin oil.”  ( Medicine  and  Hygiene  of  the 
Tropics.) 

Articles  in  medical  literature  tell  us 
that  the  above-named  terrors  which  stalk 
boldly  at  noonday  can  be  overcome  by  the 
application  of  these  simple  rules.  Can 
these  be  made  applicable  by  the  mission- 
ary to  his  surroundings,  say  in  China? 
Many  of  these  diseases  are  found  in  Cen- 
tral and  North  China  and  all  of  them 
in  South  China,  which  has  for  gener- 
ations been  considered  by  the  Chinese 
themselves  to  be  very  unhealthy.  In 
Williams’  “Middle  Kingdom”  a statement 
is  made  to  the  effect  that  it  was  the  prac- 
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tice  of  the  Chinese  to  banish  their  political 
prisoners  to  Kwong  Tnng  and  Kwong  Si 
(which  are  in  the  southern  part  of  China) . 
They  expected  them  to  die  in  a short  time 
from  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  climate. 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  missionary  to 
endeavor  to  live  so  as  to’  accomplish  his 
tapk,  and  not  regard  it  as  an  act  of  hero- 
ism  to  die  prematurely?  Is  he  not  in 
duty  bound  to  give  all  possible  attention 
to  the  preservation  of  health?  Does  not 
“all  lawful  endeavors  to  preserve  our  own 
life  and  the  life  of  others”  apply?  If  he 
uses  all  known  possible  means  within  his 
reach,  can  he  not  more  readily  expect  pro- 
tection? We  are  to  offer  our  bodies  a 
living  sacrifice.  Does  this  not  mean  they 
are  to  be  kept  as  living  as  possible  ? What 
was  the  law  of  offering  a sacrifice  in  re- 
gard to  the  fitness  of  the  thing  offered? 
Does  not  the  same  rule  hold  good  on  the 
mission  field  as  elsewhere  in  regard  to 
claiming  God’s  care?  Are  His  followers 
promised  food  on  fulfillment  of  His  con- 
ditions for  securing  the  same?  Can  the 
missionary  expect  health  if  he  neglect  the 
rules  of  health?  Is  it  not  his  duty  in 
place  of  disregarding  sanitary  practices 
and  laws,  to  practice  and  teach  them  to 
the  natives?  Would  it  be  advisable  for  a 
prospective  missionary  to  the  tropics  to  be 
required  to  take  a short  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  care  of  the  health  in  the 
tropics?  Would  it  be  further  advisable 
for  the  Mission  Board  to  require  annual 
statements  from  their  medical  representa- 
tives on  the  fields  as  to  sanitary  condi- 
tions of  buildings  and  local  surroundings  ? 
Sir  Patrick  Manson  in  a lecture  at  Liv- 
ingstone College,  Commemoration  Day, 
speaking  of  tropical  diseases  and  their 


cause  and  prevention,  closes  with  the  fol- 
lowing: “Those  who  send  out  mission- 

aries to  work  in  foreign  lands  should  lay 
to  heart  the  importance  of  this  knowledge 
to  a missionary.  It  is  not  fair  to  any  one 
to  ask  a man  to  go  abroad  and  face  avoid-  * 
able  risks.  Martyrdom  is  one  thing,  sui- 
cide is  another;  and  murder,  though  he 
did  not  like  to  say  the  word,  is  a third; 
yet  to  send  a man  abroad  to  work  as  a 
missionary  in  unhealthy  climates  and 
not  provide  him  with  proper  information 
as  to  how  to  prevent  himself  being  killed 
— he  left  his  hearers  to  say  what  that 
would  be.  People  have  not  yet  come  to 
recognize  this;  they  will  by  and  by.  The 
remedy  depends  upon  the  public.  The 
public  should  demand  that  such  a state  of 
affairs  should  be  impossible,  whether  in 
missionary  or  government  circles.  If  the 
supporters  of  missionary  institutions  de- 
manded that  the  men  sent  out  should  have 
some  instructions  from  such  an  institution 
as  this  as  to  how  to  care  for  their  health 
and  how  to  take  care  of  themselves,  they 
would  then  be  coming  something  near 
doing  their  duty,  and  until  then  they  were 
not  completely  fulfilling  their  duty.” 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  mission- 
ary to  be  informed  in  what  concerns  the 
health  of  his  colleagues,  and  to  advocate 
measures  to  secure  the  best  possible  for 
them.  The  foregoing  remarks  are  given 
with  the  hope  that  we  may  not  come  short 
of  our  duty,  and  that  we  may  be  able  to 
contribute  something  to  the  welfare  of 
our  fellow-workers.  Much  more  might  be 
said,  and  many  more  points  touched 
upon  which  must  be  left  for  future  meet- 
ings. 


The  world  means  nothing,  God  alone  means  everything.  For  Jesus  demands  that 
daring  confidence  of  faith,  which  does  not  shrink  even  before  the  impossible,  and 
which  ventures  to  ask  for  miracles  as  well  as  for  ordinary  blessings — a faith  that  is 
borne  up  by  the  assurance  that  with  God  all  things  are  possible. — Arthur  Titus. 
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FIELD  REPORTS. 

ASIA  MINOR. 

(CONCLUDED  FROM  PAGE  143.) 

READING  ROOM. 

The  reading  room  in  Tarsus  has,  we 
believe,  been  a great  help  in  awakening 
and  maintaining  interest  in  the  work  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  The  evangelist  re- 
ports a daily  attendance  of  from  40  to  80. 
Of  these  the  majority  are  fellaheen;  a 
few  are  Moslems,  and  occasionally  a vis- 
itor from  far  in  the  interior.  It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  all  of  this  number  do 
any  great  amount  of  reading,  doubtless 
many  who  come  cannot  read  at  all.  Nev- 
ertheless, it  affords  an  opportunity  for 
conversation  for  those  who  cannot  read, 
and  this  opportunity  the  evangelist  can 
improve  by  speaking  a word  for  Jesus. 
Mallim  Mikhail  says  of  it:  "It  is  the 

door  of  the  Church  and  the  school.” 

The  Kaimakam  and  the  Chief  of  Police 
have  expressed  themselves  as  in  favor  of 
it.  The  fellaheen  seem  to  be  especially 
interested  in  it,  and  some  who  now  fre- 
quent the  reading  room  say  that  formerly 
they  wasted  their  time  in  the  coffee 
houses. 

PROPERTY  IN  TARSUS. 

The  matter  of  obtaining  a title  to  the 
Tarsus  property  still  remains  unsettled. 
Early  in  the  winter  the  Mission  was  ad- 
vised that  since  the  revolution,  it  was  pos- 
sible to  get  a permit  from  the  government 
for  a school,  in  which  case  the  transfer 
could  be  made  without  further  delay. 
Immediately  a petition  was  formulated 
and  presented  to  the  proper  authorities  in 
Tarsus,  and  with  some  changes  sent  on  to 
Adana.  It  is  at  present  somewhere  in  the 


coils  of  the  Turkish  government,  and  in 
what  condition  it  will  come  forth  (if  it 
ever  does)  no  one  knows. 

Adana. — In  Adana  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  open  a school  on  account  of  lack 
of  room.  The  evangelist,  Mallim  Hanna 
Besma,  has  continued  holding  services 
regularly  in  his  house.  The  present  ac- 
commodations are  not  such  as  to  provide 
for  any  growth  whatever  in  the  work. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the 
work  was  interrupted  by  the  massacres 
and  the  unrest  and  uncertainty  immedi- 
ately following.  Two  of  our  members 
were  killed.  During  the  past  two  or  three 
months  Mallim  Hanna  reports  an  in- 
creased attendance  at  the  Sabbath  ser- 
vices, and  apparently  awakening  inter- 
est. The  house  where  the  meetings  are 
held  is  too  small  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creased attendance.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  for  the  coming  year  a more  commo- 
dious building  may  be  secured,  although 
it  must  be  confessed  that  at  present  the 
prospect  is  not  very  bright. 

Communion  was  held  in  Adana  by  Mr. 
Dodds,  Dec.  12,  1909.  At  this  time  there 
was  an  accession  of  one  on  profession  of 
faith. 

Mallim  Hanna  Melki  has  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Mission  as  Bible  reader  in 
Ivaradash.  In  addition  to  this  work  he 
has  conducted  a school  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  32.  Of  this  number,  18  were 
fellaheen.  It  is  thought  that  for  the 
coming  year  the  condition  of  the  school 
may  justify  the  employment  of  another 
teacher  for  this  station. 

There  are  at  present  75  native  com- 
municants, distributed  as  follows:  Mer- 
sina,  25;  Tarsus,  35;  Adana,  15. 
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FURLOUGH  OF  MR.  DODDS. 

In  a few  weeks  we  expect  to  part  with 
Mr.  Dodds  and  family,  when  they  leave 
for  America  on  a ■ well-earned  vacation. 
The  past  year  has  been  especially  trying, 
as  in  addition  to  his  regnlar  work  there 
was  much  extra  labor  in  receiving  and 
distributing  relief,  and  many  other  duties 
made  necessary  by  the  disturbances  in 
Adana  and  Tarsus.  For  our  sakes  we  are 
sorry  to  see  them  go,  but  for  their  sakes 
we  are  glad,  and  we  heartily  bid  them 
Godspeed  on  their  journey,  and  pray  that 
their  stay  in  the  home  land  may  be  a 
great  blessing  to  them  and  to  their 
friends  there,  as  well  as  an  inspiration  to 
the  Church.  The  dilemma  which  we  were 
facing  in  view  of  their  departure  has  been 
relieved  by  the  kindness  of  the  Board  in 
allowing  the  transfer  of  Mr.  McFarland 
to  Mersina  during  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Dodds.  We  will  now  feel  that  there  is  an 
experienced  hand  at  the  helm  still,  and 
if  the  Arabic  does  not  prove  altogether 
invincible,  the  writer  is  hoping  that  he 
may  be  of  more  use  in  the  future  than 
he  has  been  in  the  past. 

OUTLOOK. 

Turkey  is  passing  through  a period  of 
reconstruction.  What  will  be  the  end? 
The  events  of  the  past  summer,  the  revo- 
lution and  counter-revolution  in  Constan- 
tinople, the  massacres  in  this  vicinity,  the 
deposition  of  the  old  Sultan,  have  all  left 
the  country  in  general  in  a strange  state 
of  unrest.  The  party  in  power  in  Con- 
stantinople are  facing  a stupendous  task. 
Granting  that  this  party  is  honest  in  their 
avowal  of  the  desire  and  purpose  to  in- 
sure religious  and  civil  liberty  to  all  their 
subjects,  whether  they  will  be  able  to  hold 
in  check  the  tendencies  to  reaction  or  not 
is  a question  that  no  person  could  answer 
with  certainty. 

Those  who  have  spent  years  in  Turkey 

under  the  old  rule  declare  that  there  is 

'•  •••  •:■  ' • ■ • : ' : ' . •••  c • 


encouragement  in  the  fact  that  the  old 
regime  is,  at  least  partly,  broken  up ; that 
even  suspense  and  uncertainty  are  more 
hopeful  than  the  deadening  influences  of 
the  reign  of  a thoroughly  unprincipled 
and  wicked  despot.  And  now  that  the 
iron  hand  is  broken  and  its  power  gone, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  people  who 
have  endured  that  despotism  so  long 
should  take  several  years  to  regain  con- 
sciousness, and  to  wonder  if  the  thing  is 
really  true. 

In  the  midst  of  uncertainty  and  many 
discouragements  there  are  some  things 
which  give  us  ground  to  hope  that  a day 
of  greater  opportunity  is  near.  Our  roll 
for  the  year  shows  a net  increase  of  six. 
The  awakening  interest  and  the  increased 
attendance  are  matters  for  praise.  Other 
places  have  already  realized  some  fruit  in 
the  calls  for  the  opening  of  schools  in 
places  where  work  has  never  been  car- 
ried on. 

The  very  fact  that  the  empire  of  Tur- 
key is  seemingly  at  a turning  point  consti- 
tutes the  call  and  challenge  to  Christian- 
ity. However  unsatisfactory  conditions 
may  seem  to  be,  it  should  not  beget  dis- 
couragement in  us  or  cause  us  to  slack 
our  zeal,  but  should  drive  us  to  the  throne 
in  more  earnest  and  persistent  and  faith- 
ful prayer,  for  the  disposition  of  affairs 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  enthroned  Medi- 
ator, Who  is  able  “to  make  even  the  wrath 
of  men  to  praise  Him.”  Greater  dili- 
gence and  zeal  on  the  part  of  workers, 
more  fully  manned  stations,  and  above  all, 
more  prevailing  and  believing  prayer, 
should  be  America’s  answer,  and  our 
Church’s  answer  to  Turkey  in  her  cry- 
ing need. 

More  than  nineteen  centuries  have 
passed  since  Christ  declared  to  His  dis- 
ciples that  the  fields  were  ready  to  har- 
vest, and  to-day  His  message  to  every  be- 
lieving heart  is  “Lift  up  your  eyes  and 
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look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white  al- 
ready to  harvest.”  The  very  difficulties 
in  the  way  are  a call  to  the  Chnrch  in  the 
name  of  her  Lord  to  go  forward. 

The  Mission  is  heartily  in  sympathy 
with  the  plan  of  the  Board  to  enlarge  the 
work.  Our  prayer  is  that  divine  wisdom 
may  be  given  in  laying  plans,  and  that 
divine  strength  may  be  afforded  for  car- 
rying them  out;  that  there  may  be  a new 
consecration  of  means  to  the  Lord’s  work, 
and  that  God  would  prepare  those  whom 
He  will  have  go  forth  into  His  harvest. 

R.  E.  Willson, 
Chairman  and  Cor.  Sec. 

Adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  Tarsus 
Mission,  April  4,  1910. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT  FOR  TARSUS  MISSION. 


Native  Communicants — 

Roll  at  beginning  of  year 69 

Added  during  the  year — 

By  profession  of . faith 8 

By  certificate  2 

By  restoration  2 

— 12 

Total  roll  for  year 81 

Removed  during  the  year  — 

By  death  3 

Roll,  March  31,  1910 78 

Under  suspension  3 

Present  No.  regular  standing.  75 

Evangelists  2 

Bible  readers,  1 male,  2 females.  3 

Preaching  places  3. 

Schools — 

Day — Boys’  1 

Girls’ 1 

Mixed  2 

Boarding — 

Boys’ 1 

Girls’ 1 

— 6 

Teachers  10 


Pupils  enrolled  during  year  — 

Boys  157 

Girls 72 

229 

Collections,  April  1,  1909,  to  March 
31,  1910 : Mersina,  1425.5  piasters 

(about  $60). 

Adopted  by  Tarsus  Mission,  April  4, 
1910. 

R.  E.  Willson, 

Chairman  and  Cor.  Sec. 

CYPRUS. 

Larnaca. — The  past  year  brought  to 

us  various  items  of  interest,  first  and  fore- 
most of  which  was  the  occurrence  of  the 
massacres  in  Turkey.  Though  we  were 
not  participants  like  our  brethren  in 
Cilicia  in  the  stirring  and  awful  scenes 
of  April  of  last  year,  we  were  near  enough 
to  be  witnesses  of  the  human  flotsam 
thrown  out  Of  the  maelstrom  of  the  mas- 
sacres. 

REFUGEES. 

When  the  refugees  first  arrived  we 
opened  our  church  for  a daily  prayer 
meeting  which  was  well  attended,  though 
there  were  not  many  Protestants  among 
them. 

We  endeavored  day  by  day  to  set  forth 
in  a clearer  light  some  phases  of  the 
problem  of  pain  and  suffering,-  and  many 
seemed  to  be  helped  and  comforted. 

Among  the  refugees  were  two  Protest- 
ant preachers,  who  had  been  on  their  way 
to  attend  their  annual  meeting  at  Adana, 
but  providentially  escaped  to  Cyprus.  One 
of  them,  Stanbolyan  Effendi,  had  a try- 
ing experience.  He  boarded  a steamer 
in  Alexandretta  by  which  he  was  taken 
to  Rhodes,  where  he  was  immediately  im- 
prisoned, but  released  again  on  the  in- 
tercession of  the  foreign  consuls.  He  then 
found  a steamer  for  Cyprus  and  landed  at 
Limassol,  not  knowing  that  the  steamer 
came  on  to  Larnaca;  so  he  was  compelled 
to  come  by  carriage,  which  was  upset  on 
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the  way  and  he  narrowly  escaped  being 
killed.  He  must  have  felt  at  first  like 
the  barbarians  of  Melita,  when  they  saw 
the  viper  fasten  on  Paul’s  hand,  that 
though  he  had  escaped  from  the  hands  of 
the  Turks,  yet  vengeance  -suffereth  him 
not  to  live.  He  has  been  with  us  during 
the  past  year  doing  evangelistic  work,  and 
has  proved  one  of  the  best  workers  we  ever 
had  in  the  Mission.  We  are  sorry  that 
he  must  return  to  Turkey,  but  since  he 
was  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Con- 
gregational Mission,  he  feels  that  it  is 
his  duty  to  return. 

SUMMER  RECESS. 

The  school  closed  last  year  at  the  end 
of  June,  after  a successful  year  of  school 
work,  several  getting  prizes  for  excellent 
work,  the  money  for  the  prizes  having 
been  granted  by  the  governor  of  the 
island. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  school 
we  went  for  a couple  of  months  to  the 
mountains,  about  thirty  miles  from 
Nicosia,  to  a village  flamed  Pali  Hori. 
Here  I tried  to  do  some  evangelistic 
work  on  several  different  occasions.  We 
went  to  the  coffee  houses,  which  the  men 
of  the  village  most  frequented,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a hearing  until  the 
priest  interfered.  He  came  out  to  pro- 
tect his  flock  from  the  ravening  wolves ! 
The  meeting  was  thrown  into  confusion 
and  a zealous  policeman  took  it  on  him- 
self to  escort  us  home.  A few  who  really 
wanted  to  know  why  we  were  not  “ortho- 
dox” came  on  our  invitation  to  the  house 
the  next  day,  wheil  we  had  a plain  talk 
about  the  antiscriptural  teaching  and 
practices  of  the  Orthodox  Church.  A few 
weeks  ago  when  conducting  communion 
in  Nicosia,  three  strangers  were  present 
who  remained  throughout  the  whole  ser- 
vice, one  of  them  being  a man  from  Pali 
Hori,  who  had  heard  us  teaching  there 
and  seemed  genuinely  interested. 


SCHOOL  WORK. 

On  our  return  to  Larnaca  at  the  end  of 
August  we  expected  Eev.  J.  D.  Edgar  to 
pass  on  his  way  to  Alexandretta,  but 
owing  to  an  accident  to  his  steamer  he 
went  to  Alexandretta  by  another  route, 
so  we  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  wel- 
coming him  until  the  day  school  opened. 
His  work,  therefore,  began  immediately 
on  arrival,  nor  has  he  found  time  hang- 
ing heavy  on  his  hands  because  of  noth- 
ing to  do.  He  has  thrown  himself  heart-  % 
ily  into  the  work,  and  though  it  has  not 
always  been  smooth  sailing,  yet  thorough 
and  effective  work  has  been  done.  The 
students  the  first  semester  numbered  more 
than  sixty  in  regular  attendance,  but  as 
some  of  them  were  sons  of  Armenian 
refugees  who  have  since  returned  to  their 
own  country,  the  attendance  this  semester 
has  been  reduced  to  sixty,  made  up  of 
five  different  nationalities  as  follows:  20 
Greek  boys,  18  Turkish  boys,  16  Ar- 
menian boys,  4 English-speaking  boys  and 
2 Arabic-speaking.  The  Arabic-speak- 
ing boys  are  from  our  school  in  Latakia 
and  have  done  splendid  work,  and  give 
promise  of  development  into  excellent 
workers  for  the  Lord.  Another  boy  in 
the  advanced  class  is  from  Mersina,  a son 
of  one  of  our  members  there,  and  we  are 
hopeful  that  his  life  also  will  be  given  to 
the  Lord  in  willing  service. 

In  addition  to  the  opening  exercises 
each  class  has  a daily  Bible  lesson,  with 
frequent  written  tests,  and  examinations 
at  the  close  of  each  term.  Along  with  the 
Bible  lesson  the  advanced  class  has  been 
studying  as  a text-book  “God’s-  Living 
Oracles,”  by  A.  T.  Pierson.  Two  of  the 
class  are  bright  Moslem  young  men,  but 
one  might  almost  say  Christian  young 
men.  They  are  “almost  persuaded,”  if 
not  already  won  by  Jesus,  but  certainly 
the  great  adversary  will  make  a hard 
fight  before  he  will  permit  them  to  con- 
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fess  Christ  as  their  Saviour.  We  ask, 
therefore,  that  His  “intercessors”  in  the 
home  land  may  plead  for  the  complete  de- 
feat of  the  great  adversary  that  he  may 
be  driven  off  the  battlefield  of  their  wills, 
that  they  may  be  delivered  from  the  evil 
one  and  left  free  to  choose  the  good,  even 
J esus. 

The  tuition  from  the  school  amounts 
to  nearly  £117 — i.  e.,  about  $565,  which 
is  more  than  double  the  amount  received 
last  }rear. 

Though  the  boarding  department  has 
not  been  as  satisfactory  as  desired,  yet 
the  foundation  has  been  laid  and  we  hope 
to  see  a very  decided  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  boarders  next  year.  In  fact,  we  are 
planning  and  making  every  preparation 
for  fifteen  boarders,  and  we  have  good 
reason  to  think  that  we  will  actually  have 
that  many;  but  again  we  wish  to  ask  the 
Lord’s  praying  ones  to  unite  with  us  in 
prayer  for  the  realization  of  this  desired 
development  in  the  boarding  department, 
and  especially  that  the  boys  may  be  just 
the  ones  that  the  Master  wants  in  the 
school,  and  who  will  be  of  use  to  Him  in 
the  future. 

A few  weeks  ago,  shortly  after  asking 
the  brethren  to  make  this  a matter  of 
special  prayer,  I received  a letter  from  a 
Moslem  in  a village,  inquiring  about  the 
terms  on  which  he  could  place  his  son  in 
the  boarding  school.  Mr.  Edgar  and  Mr. 
Jordan  visited  the  village  and  found  that, 
though  it  was  a Mohammedan  village,  the 
people  had  little  knowledge  of  their  own 
religion  or  language,  were  not  fanatical, 
and  seem  open  to  the  reception  of  the 
truth.  The  man  who  had  written  is  the 
most  influential  man  in  the  village,  and 
proposes  to  place  his  son  in  our  boarding 
school  next  year.  This  means  that  many 
other  boys  will  probably  come  from  the 
same  village  in  the  course  of  time.  Thus 
our  God  hears  and  answers  prayer. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  PEPONIADES. 

Near  the  end  of  October  occurred  the 
death  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Peponiades,  our  mem- 
ber in  Nicosia,  who  had  been  ill  for  more 
than  a year.  His  body  was  brought  to 
Larnaca  for  interment.  According  to  the 
terms  of  his  will  two-thirds  of  all  his 
n;ovable  and  immovable  property  were 
left  to  the  Mission,  and  I was  appointed 
executor.  When  I applied  for  probate  of 
will  it  was  contested  by  the  heirs.  The 
principal  ground  for  their  action  lay  in 
the  fact  that  the  law  does  not  allow  a 
man  to  will  away  more  than  two-thirds 
of  his  estate,  one-third  being  reserved  by 
law  for  the  lawful  heirs.  The  law  is  so 
curiously  worded  that  there  was  some 
ground  for  the  contention  that  the  tes- 
tator could  not  even  “will”  the  legal  por- 
tion to  the  lawful  heirs,  and  if  he  says  “I 
‘will’  two-thirds  of  my  estate  to  the  Mis- 
sion,” it  means  two-tliirds  of  two-thirds  or 
four-ninths  of  the  whole.  We  sought  the 
best  legal  advice,  and  were  advised  by  the 
King’s  Advocate  to  settle  out  of  court  if 
possible,  rather  than  enter  upon  long, 
costly  and  vexatious  litigation,  which 
would  have  an  uncertain  end,  and  would 
inflame  public  sentiment  against  the  Mis- 
sion. We  accordingly  came  to  an  agree- 
ment with  the  heirs  by  which  the  estate  is 
divided  equally  between  the  Mission  and 
the  heirs,  and  thus  good  will  and  har- 
mon}^  prevail.  The  estimated  value  of 
the  estate  is  something  over  £3000. 

CHURCH  WORK. 

I visited  Kyrenia  twice  during  the  year, 
and  found  the  brethren  that  had  embraced 
the  “Plymouth  Brethren”  heresies  much 
more  friendly  disposed;  and  the  last  visit, 
our  service  was  held  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Kassilian,  and  he,  with  his  family,  at- 
tended a second  service  in  the  house  of 
another  brother.  This  was  a great  con- 
cession on  their  part,  and  we  are  hope- 
ful of  their  ultimate  return  into  the  fold. 
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I conducted  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  three  times  in  Nicosia  and 
once  in  Larnaca  during  the  year.  Two 
candidates,  one  in  Nicosia  and  one  in 
Larnaca,  were  received  into  full  member- 
ship. The  Sacrament  of  Baptism  was 
administered  once,  when  Ares,  the  infant 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dimitriades,  was 
baptized. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been 
several  removals  from  the  island.  Mr. 
Nishan  Ghazikian,  who  was  a worker  in 
the  Mission  for  many  years,  has  removed 
with  his  family  to  Egypt,  by  which  we 
lost  two  members,  and  three  young  peo- 
ple. Five  others  left  the  island  for  Tur- 
key, two  Armenians  and  three  Greeks. 
Another  was  removed  by  death,  and  still 
another  by  dismissal,  making  a total  de- 
crease of  nine,  and  a net  decrease  of 
seven,  leaving  the  total  number  of  com- 
municants at  twenty-four. 

This  last  year  we  have  had  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Mission  six  native  helpers — 
one  licensed  Greek  preacher  in  Nicosia, 
one  licensed  Turkish  preacher  in  Larnaca, 
three  teachers  in  the  school,  and  one  care- 
taker. 

Regular  preaching  services  have  been 
held  in  Larnaca  and  Nicosia.  The  ser- 
mons by  Mr.  Stanbolyan  were  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  Armenian  refugees,  and 
the  church  was  usually  well  filled  on  Sab- 
bath afternoons. 

Mr.  Edgar  taught  a Sabbath  school 
class  each  Sabbath  morning,  and  had 
charge  of  a Young  People’s  meeting  in 
the  afternoons. 

OUTLOOK. 

Though  we  report  a decrease  in  mem- 
bership, yet  the  prospects  have  never  been 
so  bright  as  at  the  present  time,  and  that 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  the  school 
upon  a sound  basis,  by  which  doors  of  op- 
portunity are  being  opened  to  us,  and 
without  doubt  fruit  will  result  in  the 


future  if  only  we  have  faith  and  energy 
to  enter  these  open  doors. 

In  Korea  the  brethren  are  laboring  and 
praying  for  the  conversion  of  one  million 
souls  during  the  present  year,  and  they 
have  asked  the  churches  in  other  lands  to 
help  them  in  prayer  against  the  great 
adversary.  We,  too,  would  ask  our 
brethren  in  the  home  land  to  pray  that 
fifty  souls,  in  Cyprus  may  be  renewed, 
quickened  and  brought  into  saving  rela- 
tions with  Jesus  Christ,  within  the  com- 
ing year — i.  e March  31,  1911. 

FURLOUGH. 

We  are  grateful  for  your  generous  per- 
mission to  spend  a few  months  in  the 
home  land.  We  expect  to  be  absent  from 
the  field  for  eight  months,  or  from  the 
beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  December. 

GENERAL  ITEMS. 

We  regret  that  Brother  Miller  has  been 
laid  aside.  He  has  rendered  invaluable 
service  to  the  Mission  cause,  and  we  re- 
member with  gratitude  his  unfailing 
courtesy  and  kindness.  He  has  well 
earned  his  title  to  a rest. 

We  rejoice  that  Dr.  McFeeters  is  to 
visit  these  Mission  fields,  but  venture  to 
express  the  hope  that  his  visit  may  be  de- 
ferred until  winter,  when  four  at  least 
out  of  the  five  missionaries  home  on  fur- 
lough will  have  returned  to  their  posts. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

I acknowledge  the  following  “special 
contributions”  received  last  October 
through  Treasurer  Miller: 

W.  M.  S.  of  Pittsburg,  per  Jennie 

R.  Thompson  $100.00 

C.  E.  S.  United  Miami  Cong.,  per 

Margaret  Ona 5.00 

W.  M.  S.  of  Pittsburg  Presbytery 

per  Mrs.  S.  R.  Wills 2.50 

We  thank  -also  all  those  who  have 
helped  us  by  their  prayers  and  letters,  and 
we  would  close  by  reminding  you  how 
much  we  are  dependent  upon  your  pray- 
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ers;  "not  that  we  are  sufficient  of  our- 
selves to  think  anything  as  of  ourselves, 
but  our  sufficiency  is  of  God” ; and  to  His 
name  be  all  the  praise. 

STATISTICS  OF  CYPRUS  MISSION  FOR  YEAR 
ENDING  MARCH  31,  1910. 


Missionaries  3 

Native  helpers 6 

Native  communicants  24 

Increase 2 

Decrease  9 

Net  decrease  7 

Communions — 

In  Nicosia  3 

In  Larnaca  1 — 4 

Baptisms  1 

Schools  1 

Pupils — 

Turkish  boys 18 

Greek  boys 20 

Armenian  boys 16 

Arabic-speaking  boys  2 

English-speaking  boys 4 — 60 

Ordained  ministers  in  Larnaca 2 

Doctor  of  Medicine  in  Nicosia 1 

Licensed  Greek  Preachers  (Nicosia) . 1 

Turkish  Evangelist  (Armenian) ...  1 

Teachers  in  school 3 

Care-takers  1 

Tuition  from  school £116  14s.  3Jd. 

Sale  of  Books £28  8s.  5jd. 

Sale  of  Scriptures £3  7s.  Ofd. 


£148  9s.  9fd. 

W.  McCarroll. 

CHINA. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb's  Report. — When  the 
students  of  last  year  completed  their 
work  it  was  not  thought  there  were  a 
sufficient  number  of  new  students  to 
justify  the  beginning  of  a new  class.  Con- 
sequently the  writer’s  work  up  until  the 
beginning  of  November  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  opening  up  of  new  work 
in  the  country  and  evangelistic  efforts  in 
these  new  places. 


WORK  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

Of  the  four  students  who  completed  the 
three  years’  course,  three  are  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Mission  in  country  chapels, 
and  the  fourth,  who  supported  himself  in 
school,  is  giving  his  services  free  in  the 
work  here  in  Tak  Hing.  During  the 
year  two  new  chapels  have  been  opened 
and  work  begun.  One  is  at  Ma  Hui,  ten 
miles  northeast  from  Tak  Hing,  where  a 
shop  was  purchased  and  repaired  at  a 
cost  of  some  $200.  The  work  here  has 
been  mainly  in  the  hands  of  two  of  our 
workers,  Mr.  Chung  On  Taai  and  Mr. 
Chung  Ying  Taai,  who  were  transferred 
to  this  place  from  Sha  Pong  as  being  a 
better  center.  They  continue  to  make 
periodical  visits  to  Sha  Pong  for  meetings 
with  the  brethren  there.  One  man  has 
been  received  into  the  Church  as  a direct 
result  of  their  labors  at  Ma  Hui,  and  the 
fear  and  opposition  manifest  at  first  have 
largely  subsided.  . The  other  chapel  was 
opened  at  Tung  On,  some  thirty  miles 
southeast  of  Tak  Hing  and  a county  seat. 
There  we  rented  a building  for  fifteen 
years  at  an  annual  rental  of  about  $12. 
The  repairs  cost  some  $40  or  $50.  Mr. 
Chung  Leung  Kwai  is  stationed  there, 
and  one  man  has  been  received  into  the 
Church  from  this  place. 

During  the  year  we  have  also  succeeded 
in  getting  the  Do  Sing  property  secured, 
the  magistrate  finally  stamping  the  deed 
early  in  April.  The  work  and  plans  there 
will  be  reported  by  others. 

The  struggle  over  the  chapel  at  Ko  Che, 
where  the  work  was  stopped  by  persecution 
last  year,  has  continued,  and  it  was  finally 
decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  try  to 
get  another  house.  The  brethren  there 
fixed  on  a site  and  three-tenths  of  a 
Chinese  acre  was  purchased.  The  deeds 
have  been  sent  forward,  but  are  not  yet 
stamped.  The  purpose  of  the  brethren  is 
to  build  a chapel,  and  they  have  agreed 
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that  if  we  will  advance  the  money  to 
build  it  they  will  pay  it  back  in  annual  in- 
stallments. The  house  and  ground  will 
cost  about  $150,  and  they  have  agreed  to 
pay  back  $15  a year.  If  the  work  pros- 
pers, as  we  hope,  they  can  do  better  than 
that.  The  fact  that  floods  have  not  only 
ruined  their  crops,  but  many  of  their 
fields  for  two  successive  years,  keeps  down 
their  subscription  list.  Mr.  Chung  Ying 
Taai  has  been  transferred  to  that  place 
and  will  superintend  the  building  and 
preach  in  it.  In  the  work  connected  with 
the  opening  of  these  chapels,  their  repair, 
the  stationing  of  the  workers  and  subse- 
quent visits  for  preaching,  the  writer  has 
made  twenty-nine  trips  to  the  country, 
fifteen  of  these  occupying  but  one  day 
each ; the  other  fourteen  varying  from 
two  to  eight  days,  making  a total  of  sixty- 
four  days.  Fifty-six  regular  services  have 
been  conducted  in  chapels  by  the  writer 
during  the  year.  This  does  not  repre- 
sent nearly  all  the  services  conducted  by 
missionaries,  as  on  many  of  these  trips 
others  accompanied  me.  Rev.  E.  C. 
Mitchell,  Rev.  W.  M.  Robb  and  Rev.  J. 
lv.  Robb  have  been  with  me  at  different 
times  and  have  conducted  services. 

During  the  month  of  J uly  I had  charge 
of  the  work  at  the  Tak  Hing  church,  and 
was  absent  from  the  field  in  Macao  during 
August. 

TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

The  training  school  was  reopened  Nov. 
11,  with  three  students  in  attendance  and 
a fourth  came  in  before  the  close  of  the 
term,  which  occurred  Jan.  28.  Two  more 
students  are  expected  to  enter  after  the 
New  Year  vacation. 

LITERARY  WORK. 

The  former  edition  of  the  Psalms  in 
meter  being  exhausted,  during  the  sum- 
mer I made  over  sixty  selections  from 
these  fifty  odd  Psalms,  and  with  the  help 
of  a Chinese  teacher  added  a number  of 


others.  The  writer  must  say,  however, 
that  the  teacher  did  most  of  the  work, 
while  he  acted  the  part  of  critic.  An 
edition  of  a thousand  was  printed  and 
they  are  now  in  use. 

I also  translated  a pamphlet;  “Gospel 
Truth  for  Young  People.”  The  trans- 
lation of  the  edict,  terms  of  communion 
and  queries  in  connection  with  the  or- 
ganization of  the  congregation  here  also 
fell  to  me.  While  the  work  answered  the 
present  purpose,  it  is  my  hope  that  in 
future  a careful  and  accurate  translation 
of  these  can  be  made  by  a competent  com- 
mittee. 

CONTRASTS. 

The  work  has  some  bright  spots  and 
some  very  dark  shadows.  The  imperfect 
conception  of  Christian  life  and  charac- 
ter held  by  many  of  our  converts,  the  ap- 
parent greed  for  gain  in  some,  the  fear  of 
man  and  failure  to  testify  for  Christ,  the 
low  spiritual  life  in  which  we  missionaries 
too  often  set  a very  imperfect  example, 
would  lead  us  at  times  to  say,  “I  have 
labored  in  vain.  I have  spent  my  strength 
for  naught  and  in  vain.” 

On  the  other  hand,  when  we  see  the 
faithfulness  of  some,  their  wonderful 
capacity  for  enduring  persecution,  +he 
slowly  growing  courage  and  capacity  of 
the  Church  for  taking  responsibility, 
when  we  see  the  gospel,  in  spite  of  a deter- 
mined anti-Christian  national  spirit,  with 
its  accompanying  'misrepresentation  and 
calumny,  taking  root  and  growing  and 
still  proving  itself  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation,  we  are  able  to  say  with  convic- 
tion, “There  is  real  life  here,”  and  in  spite 
of  trying  conditions  of  climate,  which 
removes  so  many  of  our  workers  and  ren- 
ders so  many  more  only  partially  effective 
on  account  of  many  bodily  ills,  we  are 
neither  cast  down  nor  discouraged.  While 
it  is  often  with  a humiliating  sense  of 
personal  failure  that  we  labor,  there  is 


156 


News  of  the  Churches. 


never  a doubt  that  God  is  moving  in  this 
great  nation  in  stately  steppings  of 
majesty.  He  will  perfect  that  which  con- 
cerneth  ns,  and  we  can  therefore  say, 
“Surely  our  judgment  is  with  the  Lord 
and  our  work  with  our  God.” 

A.  I.  Robb. 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb's  Report. — During 
the  past  year  the  preaching  services  in 
the  chapel  have  been  under  my  charge. 
Services  have  been  held  morning  and  af- 
ternoon, every  Sabbath  of  the  year. 

SABBATH  SERVICES. 

The  morning  services  have  been,  with 
a few  exceptions,  conducted  by  myself. 
The  afternoon  services  were  sometimes 
conducted  by  others,  at  my  request,  and 
sometimes  by  myself.  Timely  assistance 
in  the  preaching  services  has  been  given 
by  the  other  ministerial  members  of  the 
Mission’s  working  force,  and  by  some  of 
our  native  evangelists.  The  preaching  of 
the  Word  continues  to  be,  in  the  estima^ 
tion  of  your  representatives  in  this  field, 
an  effectual  means  of  leading  men  to  be- 
lieve, and  also  of  making  them  to  grow  in 
grace.  A considerable  number  of  our 
converts  have  made  some  progress  in  their 
spiritual  development,  and  consequently 
their  needs,  as  well  as  the  needs  of  those 
less  advanced,  and  of  the  as  yet  unbeliev- 
ing, must  be  met.  A marked  change 
from  the  preaching  of  former  years,  both 
in  the  manner  of  presenting  the  truth, 
and  ipL  the  nature  of  topics  discussed,  has 
become  necessary.  Not  only  have  the 
rudimentary  and  fundamental  truths, 
such  as  repentance,  faith  and  other  kin- 
dred topics,  been  discussed,  but  the  duties 
growing  out  of  their  acceptance  of  them 
have  been  pressed  upon  our  members.  We 
are  glad  to  know  that  God  is  able  to  use 
feeble  and  imperfect  instruments  for  the 
salvation  of  men. 

CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP. 

The  attendance  at  our  chapel  services 


has  been,  generally  speaking,  larger  than 
during  any  former  year.  One  year  ago  a 
total  membership  of  98  was  reported. 
This  year  the  increase  is,  by  baptism,  20 
and  by  certificate  8,  the  latter  number 
being  the  lay  members  of  the  Mission’s 
working  force,  who  had  their  membership 
transferred  to  the  Tak  Hing  congrega- 
tion at  the  time  of  its  organization.  The 
total  increase  for  the  year  is  therefore  28. 
The  decrease  has  been  4,  1 by  the  exer- 
cise of  discipline  and  3 by  death.  Our 
net  increase  is  therefore  24,  and  the  con- 
gregation’s present  membership  is  122. 

GENERAL  ITEMS. 

Sabbath  school  services  have  been  held 
during  the  year,  the  school  for  men  and 
boys  being  under  my  direction.  The  In- 
ternational ' lessons  have  been  studied. 
Thursday  evening  prayer  meetings  for 
men  and  boys  have  been  held  regularly. 
These  meetings  are  open  for  all,  foreign- 
ers and  natives,  to  take  part.  They  have 
come  to  be  regarded  as  an  efficient  means 
of  developing  and  fostering  the  Christian 
graces  and  gifts. 

The  Commission  appointed  by  Synod 
to  organize  a congregation  at  Tak  Hing, 
after  having  completed  the  organization, 
appointed. me  to  moderate  the  session.  It 
therefore  falls  to  me  to  attend  to  the  ex- 
amination of  candidates  for  baptism,  and 
to  instruct  the  members  of  Session  when 
necessary,  in  regard  to  duties  devolving 
upon  them  as  officers  of  God’s  house. 

At 'the  Mission’s  last  annual  meeting  I 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the 
Mission,  the  duties  of  which  office  I have 
performed  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Other  matters  of  no  great  importance 
in  themselves,  but  related  to  the  work  of 
the  Mission  as  a whole,  have  required  at- 
tention at  times. 

J.  K.  Robb. 

Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell's  Report. — Dur- 
ing the  past  year  my  , time  has  been  taken 
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up  largely  with  the  study  of  the  language, 
which  I have  endeavored  to  prosecute  as 
diligently  as  health  and  climate  would 
permit. 

During  the  entire  year,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  summer  months,  when  I was 
absent  from  the  Mission,  I have  taught  a 
class  of  boys  in  the  men’s  Sabbath  school. 
This  was  a very  pleasant  duty,  and  also 
has  been  a great  help  to  me  in  getting  a 
use  of  the  language.  During  the  year  I 
have  prepared  and  delivered  six  sermons 
in  Chinese  in  the  chapel  at-  Tak  Hing, 
my  first  attempt  at  preaching  in  Chinese 
being  March  21,  1909. 

TRIPS  TO  THE  COUNTRY. 

I have  made  five  itinerating  trips  to 
the  country,  three  in  company  with  other 
missionaries,  two  by  myself.  Each  trip 
usually  occupied  three  or  four  days  and 
meetings  were  held  in  our  out-stations 
each  evening  and  during  each  day  that 
we  were  there.  We  usually  had  good  op- 
portunities for  presenting  the  gospel,  the 
people  crowding  in  sometimes  till  not  only 
the  seats,  but  the  standing  room  as  well 
was  all  taken  up.  Itinerating  is  hard 
work,  as  nearly  all  our  traveling  has  to  be 
done  on  foot,  but  by  this  means  we  have 
a splendid  means  for  doing,  good.  The 
speaker  may  be  tired,  but  the  toils  of  the 
journey  are  all  forgotten  when  a human 
being,  who,  perhaps,  has  never  before  had 
an  opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel 
preached,  is  seen  eagerly  listening  to  the 
message. 

WORK  AT  DO  SING. 

On  account  of  the  enforced  withdrawal 
of  Eev.  W.  M.  Eobb  from  the  field  I was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  building  at  Do 
Sing,  about  the  middle  of  January.  The 
work  there  has  occupied  the  greater  part 
of  my  time  since  then,  as  my  presence  is 
required  at  Do  Sing  the  greater  part  of 
each  week.  The  building  that  is  being 
erected  is  so  arranged  that  the  lower 


story  can  be  used  for  a chapel  and  dis- 
pensary and  the  upper  story  can  be  used 
for  living  rooms  for  the  missionaries  un- 
til a more  suitable  site  can  be  secured 
and  a permanent  dwelling  erected.  The 
building  that  is  now  under  construction 
can  then  be  used  for  a chapel  or  a school. 

COLPORTAGE. 

During  the  year  I have  also  been  in 
charge  of  the  colporteur  work.  For  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  we  have  had  three 
book-sellers  employed.  The  reported 
sales  have  been  as  follows : f 5 Bibles,  20 
New  Testaments,  3053  Gospels  and  Acts, 
053  tracts. 

While  the  work  has  not  been  as  satis- 
factory as  we  would  like  it,  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  account  of  the  book- 
sellers, yet  it  is  hoped  that  portions  of 
the  Scriptures  and  tracts  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  some  who  had  never  had 
the  opportunity  of  reading  the  Word  of 
God,  and  who  perhaps  might  not  have 
had  any  other  means  of  learning  the  way 
of  life. 

E.  C.  Mitchell. 

Boys’  School. — A large  part  of  my 
time  was  given  to  the  boys’  school. 

There  were  248  days  of  school. 

School  hours  were  from  7 :30  A.  M.  to 
4:30  P.  M.,  with  one  and  a half  hours 
for  lunch  and  recess. 

There  were  27  boys  enrolled  during  the 
year.  Average  attendance  for  the  year 
was  2FJ.  There  were  17  boarding  pupils. 
Eleven  of  the  boys  are  Christians.  Six 
others  have  Christian  parents. 

STUDIES. 

The  course  of  studies  was  Bible, 
Chinese  classics  and  reader,  Eomanized 
Chinese,  arithmetic,  history,  geography 
and  calisthenics. 

Two  hours  a day  were  given  to  Bible 
studies.  The  advanced  pupils  memorized 
Matt,  fifth  to  eighth  chapter,  and  John 
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MISSION  CHART. 

The  chart  on  the  opposite  page  is  intended  to  give  an  eye  impression  of  the 
progress  made  in  mission  work  during  the  last  five  years  at  Tak  Hing,  China. 

Plant  • — At  the  close  of  1909  it  consisted  of  two  dwelling  houses,  two  school 
buildings,  a woman’s  building,  a chapel  and  a hospital,  seven  good  substantial  two- 
story  brick  buildings. 

Force. — This  means  the  active  workers,  or  only  those  missionaries  and  missionaries’ 
wives  who  have  been  on  the  field  more  than  one  year. 

Usually  a missionary  in  China  is  counted  an  effective  worker  only  after  the  second 
year.  Reckoning  on  that  basis  the  number  of  workers  for  each  year  would  be — 5,  5, 
7,  7,  4,  6. 

In  drawing  the  diagrams  representing  “ Force  ” and  “ Converts,  ” the  same  unit 
of  space  given  to  each  missionary  was  given  to  each  convert,  so  the  comparison  of 
number  of  workers  with  number  of  converts  is  accurate  and  quite  interesting. 

The  native  force  at  the  close  of  1909  was  three  native  preachers,  three  teachers, 
two  colporteurs  and  one  Bible  woman. 

The  number  of  native  Christians  at  the  close  of  1909  was  114.  The  figure  122  on 
the  chart  includes  the  lady  missionaries  who  became  members  of  the  congregation 
when  it  was  organized. 

Sphere  of  Influence. — This  represents  an  area  70  miles  square,  or  4,900  square 
miles. 

The  Christians  are  scattered  in  eighteen  different  towns  and  hamlets  within  the 
“ Sphere  of  Influence.  ” In  nine  of  these  towns  or  hamlets  at  the  close  of  1909  we 
had  three  or  more  Christians. 

The  blue  spots  indicate  those  places  where  we  have  a chapel,  and  where 
evangelistic  work  is  being  done  regularly  by  native  workers  or  missionaries. 

School  Work  . — The  red  portion  of  the  diagrams  indicates  what  proportion  of  the 
pupils  became  baptized  Christians  during  the  year. 

School  Work  for  1909  and  Medical  Work  for  1908  show  a decrease  from  that  of  the 
year  before.  It  was  due  to  the  absence  on  furlough  of  the  workers  in  charge. 

Julius  A.  Kempf. 
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thirteenth  to  seventeenth,  studied  the 
Shorter  Catechism  and  a book  of  questions 
on  the  Old  Testament.  The  middle 
class  memorized  the  parables  and  studied 
an  outline  of  the  Life  of  Christ.  The  first 
class  memorized  the  Ten  Commandments, 
19th  and  23d  Psalms  and  a four-character 
classic  dealing  with  Christian  truth.  The 
older  pupils  in  this  class  also  memorized 
about  half  of  the  parables. 

All  the  pupils  are  required  to  attend 
Sabbath  school  and  preaching  in  the 
chapel  every  Sabbath  morning.  The 
boarding  pupils  are  required  to  attend  the 
Sabbath  afternoon  preaching  as  well. 
They  also  attend  the  Tuesday  evening 
services  in  the  school  building  and  the 
Thursday  evening  prayer  meeting. 

Two  native  Christian  teachers  assisted 
in  the  school  work.  I spent  from  three 
to  four  hours  every  week  day,  excepting 
Saturday,  in  the  school.  Every  morning 
I conducted  devotional  exercises  and  heard 
the  boys  recite  their  Bible  lessons.  In 
the  afternoon  I taught  arithmetic,  Ro- 
manization  and  calisthenics. 

During  the  second  term  I met  with  the 
boys  in  the  dormitory  every  Sabbath  and 
Friday  evening  for  the  study  of  the  Old 
Testament.  We  covered  the  story  of  the 
creation  and  the  lives  of  Joseph  and 
David.  The  boys  were  especially  inter- 
ested in  the  character  studies,  and  it  af- 
forded a very  good  opportunity  to  im- 
press upon  their  minds  the  fact  that  the 
good  in  the  lives  of  these  two  men  and 
their  greatness  was  due  to  their  desire 
and  purpose  to  do  the  will  of  the  living 
and  true  God,  and  to  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwelling  in  them. 

During  the  year  three  of  the  boys  were 
baptized  and  received  into  the  Church. 
Two  others  made  a confession  of  their 
faith  in  Christ. 


This  has  been  the  school's  best  year, 
both  financially  and  in  work  done.  The 
fruits  already  manifest  more  than  justify 
the  expenditure  of  the  time  and  means 
put  into  this  department  of  the  Mission's 
work.  We  look  forward  to  large  develop- 
ments and  still  greater  results  in  educa- 
tional work. 

NEEDS. 

The  boys'  school  is  in  need  of  a dor- 
mitory building.  Last  term  the  house 
rented  for  a dormitory  was  overcrowded. 
Next  term,  in  addition  to  the  rented 
house,  we  will  have  to  use  part  of  the 
reading  room  in  the  school  building  for 
temporary  sleeping  quarters. 

The  school  is  also  very  much  in  need 
of  a native  Christian  teacher,  trained  in 
Western  methods  of  teaching.  He  will 
command  a much  larger  salary  than  an 
ordinary  Chinese  teacher,  but  we  must 
have  such  a man  in  order  that  we  may 
hold  the  advanced  pupils,  and  that  the 
foreign  worker  may  be  able  to  take  up 
more  advanced  studies.  We  hope  that  be- 
fore the  end  of  another  year  some  steps 
may  be  taken  to  secure  such  a man. 

SPECIAL  SERVICES. 

Every  Tuesday  evening,  excepting  dur- 
ing school  vacation,  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  preaching  hall  of  the  school 
building,  the  preaching  being  done  by 
native  helpers  or  n^self.  Apart  from 
the  school  boys  the  attendance  at  these 
services  was  rather  small.  We  hope  that 
when  this  work  is  again  taken  up  some 
better  method  will  be  found  for  attract- 
ing outsiders  to  these  evening  services. 

Julius  A.  Kempf. 

Report  of  the  Girls"  School. — In 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Kate  McBurney,  Mrs. 
Wright  has  had  the  management  of  the 
girls'  school.  Since  she  is  not  able  to 
write  a report  of  the  work  for  the  past 
year,  she  has  asked  me  to  do  this  for  her. 

The  school  opened  Jan.  25,  1909,  hav- 
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ing  but  one  clay  instead  of  the  usual 
month’s  vacation  for  Chinese  New  Year’s. 
This  was  planned  in  order  that  the  term 
might  be  finished  before  the  hot  weather. 
School  closed  May  31.  In  the  fall,  the 
digging  of  the  well  and  the  repairing  of 
the  building  made  it  inconvenient  to  open 
school  until  Nov.  1,  and  the  term  closed 
Jan.  28,  1910. 

During  the  year  18  girls  were  enrolled. 
The  subjects  taught  were  Bible,  Chinese 
classics,  Chinese  Eomanization,  arith- 
metic, history,  geography,  physiology,  cal- 
isthenics and  singing. 

SCHOOL  AT  WORK. 

The  girls  have  also  been  taught  indus- 
trial work,  such  as  sewing  Chinese  clothes, 
piecing  and  quilting  quilts,  housework 
and  gardening.  This  work  was  under  the 
management  of  • Mrs.  Wright,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  older  girls,  the  work  was 
made  easy  and  pleasant  for  all.  Lei  Lau 
Yung  has  done  efficient  work  as  teacher. 
The  girls  have  been  under  her  care  and 
teaching  in  the  forenoon. 

Leung  Sin  Shaang  taught  the  girls  the 
writing  of  Chinese  characters  until  a few 
months  ago,  when  all  his  time  was  occu- 
pied with  teaching  in  the  boys’  school. 
Then  Che  Sin  Shaang  began  teaching 
writing  and  also  the  advanced  class  in 
arithmetic. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year.  Dr.  Wright  gave  several  hours  a 
week  to  teaching  physiology  in  the  school. 
This  was  a subject  of  much  interest  and 
of  very  great  help  to  the  girls. 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb  taught  the  writing  in 
Chinese  Eomanization.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  copy-books  showed  improve- 
ment in  the  writing.  Some  of  the  older 
girls  are  very  good  writers,  as  Dr.  K.  Mc- 
Burney  can  testify  from  the  letters  which 
she  received  from  them  while  she  was  in 
the  home  land.  Mrs.  Robb  also  taught 
the  beginners’  class  in  arithmetic  last 


spring,  but  in  the  fall  gave  it  up  in  order 
that  she  might  give  her  time  to  the 
woman’s  school. 

I had  charge  of  the  calisthenics  and 
the  reading  classes  in  Chinese  Romaniza- 
tion during  the  year.  The  beginners’  class 
read  the  Primer  on  this  work.  The  ad- 
vanced class  read  the  Gospel  of  Matthew 
and  the  well-known  tract  called  “Thanks- 
giving Ann.”  As  Mrs.  Wright  did  not 
have  time  for  her  class  in  singing.in  the 
fall  term,  I tried  to  give  the  girls  a little 
training  along  this  line.  Most*  of  the  time 
was  spent  in  learning  to  sing  the  Psalms. 
At  the  end  of  the  term  each  girl  was 
given  a new  Psalm  book  for  reciting  the 
fourth  Psalm  from  memory,  and  also  be- 
ing able  to  sing  it  correctly. 

Lei  Lau  Yung  conducts  worship  with 
the  girls  morning  and  evening.  Five 
evenings  in  the  week  they  go  to  the 
woman’s  school  to  study  the  Life  of 
Christ,  which  is  taught  by  Chue  Hon 
Shaang.  On  Saturday  evenings  they  have 
prayer  meeting  together  with  the  women. 
Sabbath  afternoon,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robb  heard 
them  recite  verses  of  Scripture.  This 
work  was  entirely  voluntary ; each  girl  re- 
citing as  many  verses  as  she  had  time  to 
commit  during  the  week;  but  they  gen- 
erally had  enough  to  take  an  hour  or  so 
of  Mrs.  Robb’s  time  each  Sabbath  after- 
noon. 

The  girls’  Bible  study  class,  which  it 
has  been  my  privilege  to  teach,  has  met 
regularly  twice  a week.  One  of  our 
Christian  women  conducted  the  class  dur- 
ing my  absence  in  the  summer.  During 
the  school  year  she  assists  in  the  class, 
teaching  the  small  children.  We  have 
studied  the  Sabbath  school  lessons  during 
the  year  and  part  of  the  time  we  had  the 
Parables  of  Christ.  Now,  in  our  Thurs- 
day class  we  are  studying  Old  Testament 
characters.  Eight  members  of  the  class 
are  Church  members,  three  of  these  hav- 
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in g been  baptized  during  the  past  year. 
Most  of  the  others  are  believers  and  have 
expressed  their  desire  to  be  baptized  as 
soon  as  they  have  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge. 

Mrs.  Wright,  having  the  management 
of  two  schools  along  with  her  home  duties, 
has  been  kept  very  busy,  but  the  efficiency 
of  the  Chinese  teacher  and  the  splendid 
conduct  of  the  girls,  along  with  their  in- 
terest in  helping  themselves,  has  made 
the  work  much  easier.  Those  of  us  who 
have  been  able  to  help  a little  with  the 
work  count  it  a great  privilege. 

M.  L.  Mitchell. 

Report  of  the  Woman's  School. — • 
Because  of  Mrs.  Wright’s  illness,  she 
asked  me  to  report  the  work  done  in  the 
woman’s  school.  I am  sorry  I do  not 
know  more  about  it,  and  I fear  my  report 
will  be  very  incomplete,  for  Mrs.  Wright 
had  charge  of  the  school,  made  the  plans 
and  arranged  the  classes. 

I think  the  spring  term  began  Jan.  25 
and  closed  the  last  week  in  June.  In  the 
fall  the  school  opened  Oct.  5 and  closed 
Jan.  28.  The  attendance  was  somewhat 
irregular.  There  have  been  eighteen  dif- 
ferent pupils  in  attendance  during  the 
year,  but  not  that  many  at  any  one  time. 
Nine  was  the  most  I ever  had  in  my  class, 
and  that  only  for  a short  time.  But  there 
were  four  faithful  ones  wTho  were  there 
nearly  all  the  time.  Mrs.  Wright  taught 
singing  and  also  a class  in  Bible  study 
twice  a week. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Robb  had  a class  for  in- 
quirers Thursdays  and  Sabbaths. 

Lau  Yung  gave  her  afternoons  to  the 
women’s  work  and  taught  a class  Sabbath 
morning.  Hon  Shaang  taught  the  Life 
of  Christ  five  evenings  in  the  week.  After 
Dr.  Jean  McBurney  went  home  I had  her 
arithmetic  class. 

About  the  first  of  January  a blind  girl 
came  up  here  from  Dr.  Niles’  school  in 


Canton  to  stay  for  a while.  Since  she 
came  a little  blind  girl  from  up  street  has 
come  to  be  taught  by  her.  The  Chinese 
think  it  very  wonderful  that  a blind  per- 
son can  read  and  knit  and  sew,  and  so  it 
is.  Two  from  the  women’s  school  were 
received  into  the  Church  during  the  year. 
This  looks  like  very  little,  when  we  look 
about  us  and  see  so  much  to  be  done ; but 
we  hope  it  is  the  beginning  of  better 
things. 

Janet  C.  Robb. 

Gregg  Memorial  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary.— Owing  to  the  fact  that  Drs. 
McBurney  were  home  on  furlough  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  and  that  Dr. 
Wright  is  away  from  the  Mission  for  an 
indefinite  time  on  account  of  Mrs. 
Wright’s  serious  illness,  I have  been  asked 
to  write  the  report  of  the  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  work  for  the  year  1909. 

CHRISTIAN  INFLUENCES. 

As  a whole,  the  work  has  been  much 
the  same  as  that  of  previous  years.  The 
Dispensar}''  lias  been  open  daily,  and  we 
trust  many  have  been  benefited,  not  only 
physically,  but  spiritually ; for,  though  we 
were  unable  to  do  much  work,  owing  to 
our  limited  knowledge  of  the  language, 
the  native  helpers  are  all  Christians  and 
are  most  diligent  in  telling  of  the  Great 
Physician  to  those  who  come  trusting  only 
in  the  human  physician. 

Those  in  the  Hospital  are  brought  in 
touch  writh  the  gospel  daily — worship  be- 
ing conducted  morning  and  evening  in 
the  wards  with  those  who  are  not  able  to 
go  to  the  chapel.  Any  who  are  able  are 
expected  to  attend*  the  chapel  exercises. 

ITINERATING. 

Owing  to  the  limited  force  in  the  field 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  not  much 
could  be  done  in  the  way  of  itinerating, 
but  since  Dr.  Jean  McBurney’s  return 
the  work  has  been  taken  up  again,  and 
already  it  is  making  an  increase  in  the 
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number  of  patients.  If  some  one  could 
give  his  or  her  whole  time  to  this  work  it 
would  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  ways 
of  carrying  the  gospel  into  dark  places. 

For  nearly  two  months  during  the  hot 
weather,  the  hospital  and  dispensary  were 
left  in  charge  of  the  native  helpers,  to 
do  such  work  as  could  be  done  without 
the  supervision  of  a physician.  During 
this  time  Dr.  Wright  made  a trip  home 
and  stayed  a number  of  days  to  look  after 
any  who  might  need  treatment. 

There  was  no  appropriation  made  by 
Synod  for  the  medical  work  last  year.  As 
the  work  grows,  the  expenses  will  in- 
crease, so  we  hope  we  will  not  be  forgot- 
ten this  year. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT. 

Women's  Department. 


Dispensary  patients 561 

Hospital  patients  19 

Outealls  85 

Treatments  3006 


Financial. 

Money  received  in  dispensary ....  $54 . 84 


Other  sources  40.62 


Total  $95.46 

Expended  $95.46 

Itinerary. 

Trips  4 

Patients 156 

Mens  Department. 

Dispensary  patients 1340 

Hospital  patients  62 

Outealls  50 

Treatments  4990 

Financial. 

Deceived $187.63. 

Expended  181.23 


Balance  $6.40 

Itinerary. 

Trips  made 22 

Patients  treated  956 


Ida  M.  Scott. 


And  to-day,  by  universally  admitted  ethical  obligation,  Christianity  is  a missionary 
religion.  It  is  a creed  which,  twenty  centuries  after  its  founder’s  death,  produces 
missions  and  missionaries  as  naturally  as  a living  tree,  in  whose  woodv  fibers  the 
mysterious  forces  of  spring  are  stirring,  produces  blossoms.  And  the  missionaries  it 
produces  are  of  an  absolutely  unique  type.  Mohammedanism  is  a missionary  re- 
ligion, too,  but  the  evangelists  of  Islam  use  the  logic  of  the  sword  blade.  Their  mes- 
sage is,  “Accept  the  Koran  or  die!”  But  the  Christian  missionary  is  a phenomenon 
without  a parallel  in  history.  A certain  measure  of  half-pitying  contempt  commonly 
gathers  about  him.  He  has  the  scantiest  equipment.  He  carries  no  arms ; he  is  clad 
with  no  civil  authority ; he  has  very  little  money ; he  is  usually  alone.  He  has  only  a 
message  and  a motive.  The  message  is  the  story  of  Christ,  and  the  motive  is  the 
love  of  Christ. — W.  II.  Fitchett , in  The  Messenger. 


Syria,  Latakia. — The  following  items 
are  found  in  letters  from  Bev.  S.  Edgar, 
dated  April  9 and  20,  1910  : 

Mr.  McFarland  and  the  writer  have 
been  touring  the  past  three  weeks.  We 
administered  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  Gun- 
aimia  and  Tartoos.  In  the  former  place 
the  interest  was  deep  and  the  attendance 
excellent.  Ten  united  with  the  Lord’s 


people  on  profession'  of  faith.  Some  of 
these  are  the  children  of  the  church  and 
others  from  the  Armenian  Church.  The 
new  house  was  full  to  the  very  door.  We 
praise  our  Lord  for  this  vision  of  the 
Spirit’s  working  on  hearts.  Came  home 
and  rested  one  day,  then  started  for  Tar- 
toos. Were  overtaken  by  rain  and  had 
heavy  rains  all  the  journey.  Yet  we  had 
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good  attendance  at  all  the  services.  Bnt 
no  accessions.  The  school  is  doing  good, 
faithful  work.  We  were  in  the  Sabbath 
school  for  review  on  Sabbath  morning. 
The  work  done  by  the  children  was  a 
credit  to  the  service.  There  was  not  one 
question  missed  in  all  the  review,  and 
the  review  was  no  skimming  operation. 
On  our  way  home  we  had  some  more  heavy 
rains,  and  in  Jebley,  where  we  stopped 
all  night,  we  had  that  rich  encouragement 
which  your  committee  in  their  recent  re- 
port offered  to  the  new  workers,  namely 
“paucity  of  comfort.”  We  had  this  in 
abundance.  We  can  assure  you  your  ser- 
vants will  not  lack  for  this  blessing  to 
keep  them  rich  in  humility  and  gratitude 
for  the  taste  they  have  had  of  these  bless- 
ings in  the  past.  However,  the  joy  in  the 
Work  makes  these  things  a second  thought. 

We  called  at  Bizzak  on  the  way  to  Tar- 
toos  and  find  the  school  work  going  well 
for  a new  place. 

At  the  recent  mission  meeting  here  we 
had  three  more  petitions  for  new  schools 
in  the  mountains,  two  of  these  were 
granted,  but  we  are  not  certain  that  teach- 
ers appointed  will  accept.  We  rejoice  to 
see  the  people  coming  and  asking  for  the 
education  for  their  children.  This  is  the 
opportunity  the  Church  has  been  wanting. 

We  rejoice  in  the  Board’s  answer  to  the 
field’s  need.  We  will  await  with  deep  in- 
terest the  action  of  Synod.  We  do  hope 
for  China  that  new  corps  of  workers  that 
the  place  and  need  demand. 

Just  now  comes  the  word  that  an  order 
came  from  the  Walley  of  Beirut  to  the 
Muttaserrif  here  to  close  the  Bizzak 
school.  This  no  doubt  is  the  work  of  the 
G-reek  Bishop  of  Latakia,  who  tried  sev- 
eral times  before.  We  hope,  however, 
that  this  is  not  the  final  act,  as  the  people 
want  the  school. 

We  were  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of 
Mrs.  Wright’s  illness.  What  trials  our 


workers  in  Tak  Hing  are  having!  How 
grateful  we  here  ought  to  be  for  the  good 
health  of  all  the  workers.  We  trust  that 
the  Master  may,  with  the  heavy  burdens, 
give  our  missionaries  in  China  that  con- 
stant help  that  is  needed  through  all  these 
trying  hours.  - - - 

We  are  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  con- 
dition of  Mr.  Miller.  But  congratulate 
the  Board  on  having  such  a man  as  Dr. 
Metheny  to  take  his  place.  That  call  for 
twenty-five  workers  is  surely  a loud  de- 
mand to  the  Church  to  be  up  and  doing. 
We  shall  wait  with  deep  interest  the  action 
of  the  Synod  on  all  this  advancement. 

I was  deeply  interested  in  the  change 
the  Board  has  made  in  Latakia.  And  we 
hope  that  your  plans  for  the  good  of  the 
work  here  and  the  change  of  the  workers 
may  mean  all  the  success  that  you  desire 

in  our  midst. We  are  all  glad  that 

there  is  to  be  a beginning  in  the  theolog- 
ical department,  and  we  hope  it  may  be 
the  opening  of  great  things  for  the  prep- 
aration of  workers. 

I am  just  home  from  a trip  to  Suadia. 
Mrs.  McFarland  went  with  me  that  she 
might  see  Suadia  and  Kessab.  We  cer- 
tainly saw  Suadia  in  its  beauty.  Mrs. 
McFarland’s  pen  is  a better  one  than  mine 
for  telling  all  that  we  saw,  so  I shall  leave 
that  part  for  her.  This  was  my  first  trip 
there  without  Mr.  McFarland.  I hope 
that  the  trip  will  not  add  to  his  burdens 
when  he  goes  next  time.  On  Sabbath  the 
writer  preached  in  the  morning,  and  the 
native  evangelist  in  the  afternoon.  The 
attendance  in  the  morning  was  about 
eighty,  and  in  the  afternoon  about  forty- 
five.  The  schools  are  in  good  condition, 
although  few  of  those  that  we  are  so  anx- 
ious to  reach  are  in  attendance  this  year. 
We  were  glad  to  be  able  to  make  a begin- 
ning in  going  alone,  as  this  may  help  us 
to  relieve  Brother  McFarland  occasionally 
from  these  long  trips,  which  have  fallen 
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on  him  since  Mr.  Stewart’s  departure. 
This  is  a part  of  the  work  that  I would 
thoroughly  enjoy  had  I a full  and  easy  use 
of  the  language.  We  were  greatly 
grieved  to  find  the  people  in  so  great  need. 
There  are  dozens  of  families  that  have 
not  had  bread  in  their  houses  since  our 
last  visit  in  January:  They  have  not 

money  to  pay  the  price  that  is  asked  for 
the  grain,  and  so  they  have  been  living 
on  the  vegetables  they  can  gather  in  the 
fields.  Some  of  them  who  have  a little 
money  have  been  able  to  buy  some  flour 
that  is  made  from  Kaffir  com.  This 
makes  a ver y,  very  dark  bread,  but  is  bet- 
ter than  none.  The  price  of  wheat  is 
simply  out  of  their  reach.  All  this  is 
caused  by  a shortage  in  the  crops  of  last 
year — crops  that  promised  good,  but  were 
attacked  by  the  locust  and  destroyed 
wholly  or  in  part.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  only  two  of  our  own  families  in 
Suadia  have  had  to  ask  help,  and  this  we 
were  glad  to  give,  under  the  conditions. 
We  heard  many  complaints  from  the 
Greeks  concerning  the  lack  of  interest  of 
their  own  church  in  refusing  them  help 
at  such  a needy  time.  They  said  that  call 
after  call  had  gone  to  the  Bishop  of  La- 
takia  for  help  and  not  a word  in  reply.  I 
mention  this  simply  to  show  another  of  the 
ways  in  which  this  church  that  claims  so 
much,  does  the  work  of  the  Master,  Whom 
she  claims  to  serve. 

The  people  are  now  busy  with  the  silk- 
worms, and  expect  that  in  a few  weeks 
the  money  from  this  will  bring  to  them 
great  relief.  The  harvests  at  present  are 
promising  to  be  very  good. 

On  Monday  we  left  Suadia  and  arrived 
in  Kessab  shortly  after  noon.  All  in 
Kessab  seemed  to  be  busy  building  or 
helping  the  builders.  The  women  are 
caring  for  the  silkworms,  while  the  men 
do  the  house  repairing,  though  we  saw 
not  a few  women  "carrying  the  hod,”  as 


we  say.  We  had  supper  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hurter.  These,  as  you  know,  are 
the  young,  couple  from  Philadelphia,  who 
were  sent  out  to  open  an  orphanage.  They 
certainly  arrived  in  an  opportune  moment. 
They  have  now  a family  of  thirty-two 
children  around  them.  And  the  blessings 
of  comfort  and  cleanliness  that  they  have 
brought  to  these  children  help  us  to  ap- 
preciate the  good  things  that  come  from 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

The  pastor  of  the  Armenian  Protestant 
Church  had  just  moved  into  his  own 
house  again,  although  it  was  far  from 
ready.  They  have  the  foundation  ready 
for  their  new  church,  which  was  com- 
pletely destroyed  a year  ago. 

We  made  an  early  start  for  Latakia  the 
next  morning  and  reached  home  in  the 
evening'  after  being  about  twelve  hours  on 
the  road. 

China,  Tak  Hing. — The  following  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Kate  McBurney,  dated  April 
25,  1910,  and  the  paper  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Wright,  to  which  it  refers,  will  be  read 
with  special  interest: 

The  outcome  of  local  environments  and 
climatic  conditions  in  the  past  has  led 
the  members  of  the  medical  staff  here  to 
seriously  inquire  whether  we  have  been 
doing  all  that  we  might  in  the  way  uf 
investigation  and  recommendation  in  ad- 
dition to  such  remedial  and  prophylactic 
measures  as  have  recommended  them- 
selves to  those  who  have  made  systematic 
stucty  of  the  tropics. 

To  the  furtherance  of  this  end  we  have 
recently  organized  ourselves  into  a local 
Medical  Missionary  Society  of  the  Cove- 
nanter Church  in  China.  We  are  now 
earnestly  seeking  to  know  the  dangers 
that  beset  the  health  of  the  missionary 
who  comes  here,  and  also  to  learn  what 
measures  should  be  recommended  in  the 
effort  to  prevent  a repetition  of  our  past 
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record  in  regard  to  health.  No  one  wlio 
has  kept  pace  with  the  history  of  our  Mis- 
sion in  China  will  think  this  effort  has 
been  begun  before  it  is  needed,  and  we 
trust  that  before  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
lose  another  worker  on  account  of  broken 
health,  we  may  be  shown  clearly  what  is 
our  duty  and  be  given  grace  to  perform  it 
faithfully. 

At  our  recent  meeting  the  enclosed 


paper  was  read  and  discussed.  The  soci- 
ety asked  Dr.  Wright  to  allow  us  to  give 
it  to  the  Church  through  the  columns  of 
Olive  Trees.  To  this  he  has  consented, 
and  we  trust  you  will  be  able  to  give  it 
a place  and  that  your  readers  will  give 
it  a careful  perusal.  This  is  a serious 
question,  but  we  are  not  without  hope 
that  there  is  at  least  a partial  solution  of 
the  difficulty. 


When  I went  to  London  in  1872,  I preached  in  a Congregational  Church  with  no 
unusual  power.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  service.  In  fact,  I was  a little 
disappointed.  That  evening  I preached  to  a congregation  of  men.  There  seemed  to 
be  great  power.  The  building  was  filled  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  before  I closed 
I asked  for  an  expression  on  the  part  of  those  who  wanted  to  be  Christians.  The  men 
rose  by  hundreds. 

I said  to  myself,  “They  don’t  understand  me.”  So  I concluded  to  put  another  test. 
I asked  all  seekers  to  step  into  the  chapel.  They  flocked  into  the  chapel  by  hundreds. 
I was  in  great  perplexity.  I could  not  understand  what  it  meant. 

I had  to  go  to  Dublin  the  next  dajr,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  I got  a dispatch, 
saying,  “Come  to  London  at  once  and  help  us.”  I did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it, 
but  hastened  back  to  London.  I labored  there  for  ten  days,  and  there  were  four  hun- 
dred conversions. 

For  months  I could  not  understand  it,  but  by  and  by  I found  out.  There  was  in 
that  church  a bedridden  woman  who  used  to  take  different  ones  on  her  heart  and 
pray  for  them  until  they  were  converted. 

Well,  she  began  to  pray  to  God  to  bring  me  to  that  church.  On  Sabbath  morning 
her  sister  came  home  and  said,  “Who  do  you  think  preached  for  us  this  morning?” 
She  guessed  a number  of  ministers  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  exchanging  with 
the  pastor,  and  finally  gave  up.  “It  was  Mr.  Moody  from  America,”  the  sister  said. 

The  invalid  turned  pale  and  said,  “I  know  what  that  means;  there  is  going  to  be 
a great  work  here.” 

When  the  servant  brought  up  her  dinner  she  said,  “No  dinner  for  me  to-day;  I 
spend  this  day  in  prayer  and  fasting.”  And  that  night,  while  I was  preaching,  she 
was  praying.  In  answer  to  her  prayers  the  power  of  God  just  fell  upon  the  audience. 
— D.  L.  Moody. 


“He  that  believeth  on  Me,  the  works  that  I do,  shall  he  do  also;  and  greater  works 
than  these  shall  he  do;  because  I go  unto  My  Father.”  (John  14,  12.)  Christ  opened 
the  eyes  of  a blind  man  and  he  saw  his  father.  You  can  open  the  eyes  of  a man’s 
heart  and  he  shall  see  God.  He  lifted  up  a man  who  was  lame;  you  shall  bring  a 
man  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  righteousness.  He  took  a young  man  by  the  hand  and 
raised  him  up  from  his  bier.  If  you  are  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  you  can  bring 
a man  up  from  the  death  of  sin  into  the  life  of  God.  It  is  a greater  work  than  Jesus 
Christ  did  when  He  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man. — Alexander  McKenzie. 
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A TRIP  TO  THE  COUNTRY. 

It  is  a dispensary  day  at  Knn  Hui. 
We  always  choose  a market  day  for  onr 
dispensary  work,  because  on  market  days 
people  from  the  surrounding  country  far 
and  near,  come  to  buy  and  sell  all  sorts  of 
produce.  Each  market  town  has  its  reg- 
ular market  days  for  each  month.  Those 
of  Kun  Hui  are  the  third,  sixth,  ninth 
and  all  numbers  ending  in  three,  six  and 
nine,  making  nine  market  days  each 
month,  as  the  Chinese  month  has  twenty- 
nine  or  thirty  days,  according  whether 
the  month  is  "short”  or  "long.”  A boy 
goes  with  us  to  carry  the  medicines  and 
lunch,  and  a woman  goes  along  to  help  in 
treating  and  talking  to  the  women.  These 
helpers  are  both  Christians  and  improve 
every  opportunity  to  tell  others  of  the  one 
true  God,  Who  loves  and  is  able  to  save 
them. 

ON  THE  WAY. 

The  journey  is  a very  pleasant  one, 
being  along  a narrow  mud  or  gravel  path 
patted  down  smooth  and  solid,  by  the 
many  bare  feet  that  have  passed  over  it. 
The  road  is  practically  level  all  the  way, 
passing  along  in  zigzag  turns  between 
the  rice  fields  and  garden  patches  that  lie 
in  the  valleys,  and  winding  around  the 
hillsides  with  their  pretty  trees  and 
bracken  and  beautiful  wild  roses  now  in 
full  bloom.  The  rice  fields  are  being  pre- 
pared for  the  second  planting,  or  setting 
out  of  rice,  which  was  sown  some  weeks 
ago  in  little  oblong  patches  in  the  midst 
of  each  rice  field.  These  patches  are  now 
a most  beautiful  green,  and  will  soon  be 
ready  to  take  up  and  separate  into  little 
bunches  to  be  planted  over  the  whole  field. 
The  fields  are  divided  into  square,  ob- 
long or  irregular  patches  of  various  sizes. 


Many  are  not  more  than  ten  by  fifteen 
feet,  while  very  few  are  larger  than  fifty 
or  eighty  by  one  hundred  feet.  They  are 
plowing  and  harrowing  these  patches 
under  water.  For  this  they  use  the  water 
buffalo,  but  here  is  one  man  whose  buffalo 
is  not  in.  evidence  and  he  has  hitched 
himself  to  the  harrow  and  is  laboriously 
dragging  it  through  the  mud.  When  the 
mud  has  been  loosened  up,  mixed  with 
water,  and  then  smoothed  down  again 
with  a few  inches  of  water  over  the  sur- 
face, it  is  then  ready  for  setting  out  the 
tender  little  shoots,  and  in  a short  time 
the  whole  valley  will  be  a very  pretty 
scene. 

Here  comes  a poor  distressed  looking 
beggar,  ragged  and  dirty,  with  a most  de- 
pressed, hopeless  look  in  his  face.  He  is 
not  an  old  man,  but  his  face  is  pale  and 
haggard.  As  he  comes  closer,  passing  us 
on  the  narrow  path,  we  see  that  nearly  all 
his  toes  are  gone,  and  open  sores  in  their 
place.  He  looks  at  us  with  hopeless  ap- 
peal in  his  eyes,  but  does  not  ask  if  he  can 
be  healed,  for  well  he  knows  the  verdict. 
He  is  a leper,  and  recognized  as  such  by 
all  who  see  him.  These  are  perhaps  the 
hardest  cases  we  have  to  meet.  It  is  hard 
to  see  those  who,  like  this  one,  having 
given  up  all,  are  abandoned  to  lives  of 
loneliness,  suffering  and  povert}T,  begging 
for  the  food  which  enables  them  to  con- 
tinue a little  longer  in  this  wretched  con- 
dition, with  no  hope  for  anything  better 
here  or  hereafter.  It  is  harder  still  when 
a mother  brings  her  daughter  to  us 
to  know  if  she  can  be  healed.  She  has 
been  cast  off  by  her  husband’s  people,  and 
her  mother  takes  her  in,  but  it  is  only  for 
a time.  Soon  the  neighbors  object  to  her 
being  in  their  midst,  and  the  mother  must 
do  something.  They  have  heard  of  the 
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foreigners,  so  come  to  ns  as  their  last 
hope.  How  we  long  for  some  plan  by 
which  we  could  give  them  not  only  shel- 
ter and  food  for  the  body,  but  also  an 
opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel  of  salva- 
tion, which  would  mean  so  much  to  them 
in  their  helpless,  hopeless  condition. 
Many,  many  times  these  cases  are  brought 
to  our  notice,  and  if  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  them,  there  is  but  one  thing  left 
for  them  to  do,  and  that  is  to  go  out  with 
the  other,  lepers  and  beg.  Think  of  a 
pure,  honest,  respectable  person,  no  more 
a beggar  in  heart  than  you  or  I,  being 
compelled  to  live  such  a life.  But  we 
must  leave  the  leper  behind  and  hasten  on. 

TOWN  AND  TEMPLE  SCENES. 

As  we  enter  the  town,  we  cross  a 
stream  by  means  of  planks,  which  are 
placed  one  from  each  side  with  ends  rest- 
ing side  by  side  on  a standard  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stream.  It  seems  strange  to 
see  a woman  dipping  clear-looking  water 
out  of  the  muddy  stream,  but  if  you  look 
more  carefully  you  will  see  that  the 
stream  is  shallow,  and  near  the  center  the 
sand  is  up  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 
There  is  a round  basket  sunk  in  the  sand, 
making  a little  well,  into  which  the  water 
filters  through  the  sand.  We  enter  the 
crowded  streets  and  edge  our  way  along 
past  tents  like  large,  irregular  four-cor- 
nered umbrellas,  which  have  been  erected 
temporarily  over  the  stands  to  keep  off 
sun  and  rain.  As  we  enter  the  temple 
which  we  use  as  dispensary,  we  find  men 
and  women  with  their  wares  spread  out 
on  the  floor.  Here  is  sold  grass,  of  which 
one  kind  of  grass  cloth  is  made.  Old 
women,  not  able  to  do  heavy  work,  buy 
this  grass  and  sit  by  the  hour  separating 
it  into  fine  shreds  with  their  finger  nails. 
These  they  fasten  together  into  one  long 
thread  and  sell  to  be  woven  into  cloth. 
This  cloth  is  light-weight  and  cool  for 
summer,  but  is  more  expensive  and  does 


not  wear  as  well  as  their  other  cloth,  so 
is  not  so  practical  for  poor  people.  On 
one  side  of  the  temple  a long,  heavy  plank 
makes  a seat  for  us.  The  crowd  follows  us 
in  and  surrounds  us,  using  up  much  good 
oxygen  that  we  would  like,  but  as  they 
seem  inclined  to  be  kindly  and  respect- 
ful we  make  no  protest,  except  now  and 
then  when  they  crowd  us  too  closely,  we 
gently  request  them  to  stand  off  a little. 
The  altar  stands  on  the  other  side  of  the 
temple,  and  on  each  side  of  it  stand  two 
large  idols  facing  the  altar.  Back  of  this 
are  five  more  idols  and  a group  of  five 
on  each  side  of  these — nineteen  in  all.  A 
man  and  a boy  come  in  with  viands  pre- 
pared for  use,  and  place  them  on  the 
altar.  The  man  kneels  and  bows,  touching 
his  head  to  the  ground  three  times,  then 
rises  and  stands  a few  seconds,  kneels 
again,  bowing  three  times  as  before. 
Then  he  rises,  and  with  hands  together, 
bows  three  times  standing.  The  boy  goes 
through  the  same  performance.  During 
this  time  a.  priest  stands  beating  a gong 
to  call  the  idols  and  spirits.  Now  one 
takes  some  paper,  perhaps  with  gold  or 
silver  tinsel  somewhere  on  it,  represent- 
ing money,  and  holding  this  in  both 
hands,  lights  it  and  bows  with  it  three 
times  before  the  altar.  Finally  a bunch 
of  firecrackers  .is  put  off,  scattering  all 
around  among  the  crowd  of  children  who 
have  been  watching.  Some  of  them  are 
scarcely  big  enough  to  walk  and  you  fear 
for  the  little  tots,  but  they  do  not  seem 
to  care  in  the  least.  What  a blessing  it 
will  be  to  these  people  when  they  learn 
the  truth,  so  that  their  earnest  devotions 
may  be  directed  to  the  One  Who  alone 
has  pdwer  to  give  them  that  for  which 
their  souls  long.  Among  those  who 
crowd  around  us  are  all  sorts  of  patients. 
Various  kinds  of  pains,  aches  and  sores 
are  prescribed  for  and  treated.  When 
there  are  eyes  to  examine,  abscesses  to 
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open  or  teeth  to  extract,  it  is  necessary  to 
spend  some  time  keeping  an  opening 
through  the  crowd  to  let  in  a little  light, 
for  there  is  no  window.  The  people  are 
usually  willing  to  stand  aside,  but  just  as 
ready,  unconsciously  perhaps,  to  close  up 
the  ranks  again  in  their  eagerness  to  see. 
An  old  man  comes  with  a four-year-old 
blind  girl.  He  has  been  to  us  before,  and 
knows  her  sight  can  never  be  restored,  but 
he  comes  to  give  us  opportunity  to  tell 
him  a little  more  about  the  possibility  of 
the  little  girl  learning  to  read  and  sew 
when  she  is  a little  older.  The  child 
clings  to  him  and  begs  him  to  take  her 
home,  but  gradually,  finding  we  are  not 
going  to  take  her  by  force,  she  becomes 
more  calm  and  quiet  while  the  old  man 
hears  about  the  blind  girl  who  can  read 
and  write  and  knit  and  sew,  and  can 
also  teach  others.  He  is  very  much  in- 
terested, but  it  is  hard  for  him  to  believe 
it  all,  so  he  is  invited  to  come  himself  and 
see  the  work.  Two  little  boys  are  teasing 
and  laughing  at  the  blind  girl.  She 
shows  evidence  of  having  been  teased  be- 
fore, for  she  resents  it,  manifesting  con- 
siderable temper.  She  tries  to  strike  the 
offenders,  but  misses  every  time.  This  is 
great  sport  for  the  boys,  but  their  laugh- 
ter is  not  soothing  to  her  troubled  spirit. 
The  boys  are  reproved  for  such  conduct, 
but  do  not  take  it  seriously.  Now  there 
are  some  pictures  (cut  from  magazines) 
to  be  given  to  the  children.  They  are  de- 
lighted, and  would  reach  and  beg  for  them 
had  they  not  already  learned  that  those 
who  reach  out  their  hands  and  ask  are 
never  the  first  to  get  pictures.  The  two 
little  boys  receive  none,  being  told  there 
are  no  pictures  for  boys  who  tease  and 
laugh  at  a poor  little  blind  girl.  After 
this  they  are  meek  and  silent  for  a time. 
Then  again  ask  for  a picture,  but  are  re- 
fused. They  try  different  ways,  going 
around  to  different  positions  in  the  crowd. 


trying  to  come  in  for  their  turn  with  new 
ones  as  they  come  in,  but  they  fail  to  get 
pictures  that  day.  If  the  children  at 
home  knew  the  pleasure  a few  pictures 
give  the  children  here,  they  would  be  glad 
to  cut  out 'some  for  them  occasionally. 
They  especially  like  pictures  of  children 
and  animals.  Even  men  and  women  come 
asking  for  pictures  for  their  children  or 
grandchildren,  and  the  grown  people  take 
as  much  interest  in  seeing  them  as  do  the 
children.  The  time  comes  to  go,  and  we 
must  close  up  our  baskets  even  though 
there  are  more  patients  now  than  before. 
Some  have  just  finished  their  marketing, 
so  that  they  can  come,  while  others  have 
just  now  learned  that  we  are  here. 

GOING  HOME. 

We  are  sorry  to  refuse  them,  but  we 
are  giving  ourselves  only  time  to  get  home 
before  dark,  so  must  hasten.  We  tell 
them  when  they  may  expect  us  again,  and 
ask  them  to  come  earlier  next  dg,y.  On 
the  way  home  we  have  several  calls  to 
stop  and  deal  out  medicines,  but  unless 
the  case  is  urgent  we  do  not  stop,  but  tell 
them  where  they  can  get  medicines. 
Would  you  like  to  follow  our  two  help- 
ers a little  further?  You  will  find  one 
of  them  a little  later  in  the  evening  in 
the  woman’s  ward  conducting  evening 
prayers.  They  sing  a Psalm,  read  a chap- 
ter in  the  Bible,  and  some  one  leads  in 
prayer;  then  all  join  in  repeating  the 
Lord’s  Prayer.  On  the  men’s  side,  pray- 
ers are  over  and  several  of  the  patients 
are  sitting  out  on  the  veranda.  The  boy 
who  carried  for  us  is  sitting  there  with 
them  and  talking  earnestly.  We  will  not 
• stop  to  interrupt  them,  but  we  catch  a 
few  words  as  we  pass.  “If  you  ask  God” 
— and  it  is  enough  to  tell  us  the  subject 
of  his  discourse.  These  are  only  a few  of 
the  things  you  could  see  in  one  day. 

Jean  G.  McBurney. 

Talc  Ming , China. 
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A GAMBLER’S  WIFE. 

One  of  our  members  is  having  a sad 
experience  just  now.  A Kwan’s  husband 
is  a gambler,  and  has  beaten  her  several 
times  because  he  had  not  been  successful 
in  winning.  One  of  these  seasons  of  dis- 
content befell  him  on  Saturday.  He 
called  for  his  wife  and  little  daughter — 
who  is  a pupil  in  the  school — to  go  home. 
The  little  girl  was  heard  begging  one  of 
the  Christian  men  to  loan  them  some 
money  so  that  her  father  might  be  per- 
suaded to  not  beat  her  mother.  But  the 
blow  fell  on  Sabbath  morning.  They 
were  not  at  church,  and  no  one  seemed 
to  know  why.  Late  in  the  evening  they 
came,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  sleep  in  the 
woman’s  school.  How  thankful  we  are  for 
that  refuge!  We  learned  that  he  had 
beaten  them  until,  when  he  went  up 
street,  she  left  the  house  and  came  here. 
The  evidences  of  his  brutality  were 
abundant,  and  our  hearts  ached  for  her. 
As  we  looked  on  the  great  welts  of  his 
cruel  instrument  of  torture,  we  were  will- 
ing to  believe  that  the  other  emotion  that 
clamored  for  place  in  our  hearts  was  of 
the  righteous  kind.  To-day  we  exhausted 
our  resources  and  have  come  to  “man’s 


extremity.”  There  seems  to  be  absolutely 
nothing  we  can  do  from  the  Chinese 
standpoint  in  the  way  of  redress.  Every 
inquiry  we  make  and  every  suggestion  is 
met  with  the  same  hopeless  response.  Our 
hands  are  tied,  but  our  tongues  are  not, 
neither  is  the  hand  of  our  Lord  short- 
ened that  He  cannot  save.  In  our  regu- 
lar course  of  singing  at  worship  we  have 
come  to  the  94th  Psalm,  and  we  were 
touched  by  its  appropriateness  and  were 
encouraged  by  it.  We  trust  that  this  man 
may  see  the  error  of  his  way  before  the 
words  of  the  last  verse  are  fulfilled  in  him. 
They  tell  us  he  is  a nice  kind  of  a man 
when  he  has  plenty  of  money,  but  that  he 
will  stop  at  nothing  when  “luck  goes 
against  him.”  This  is  the  first  time  she 
has  come  to  us  over  night.  When  we  open 
the  school  to  women  at  communion  time, 
so  that  they  can  attend  the  night  meet- 
ings, she  has  never  been  allowed  to  stay 
over  night.  We  were  surprised  that  she 
should  risk  his  further  displeasure  by 
coming  here;  but  she  is  here  again  to- 
night, and  we  will  gladly  give  her  shelter 
as  long  as  she  asks  it. 

Kate  McBurney. 

Tdk  Ming , China. 


“They  shall  walk  and  not  faint.”  Not  in  our  times  of  stress  and  strain,  but  in  our 
plodding  along  the  weary  path,  we  are  mightily  helped,  and  heartened,  and  encour- 
aged, by  the  strength  that  comes  from  waiting  upon  God.  And  do  you  know  why  the 
prophet  puts  that  last?  It  is  because  he  keeps  the  hardest  till  the  end.  It  is  because 
to  be  strong  in  dull  and  dreary  duty  is  about  the  hardest  task  a man  can  face.  It  is 
a noble  thing  to  be  brave  in  tragic  moments,  but  perhaps  there  is  something  even 
nobler  than  that.  It  is  to  be  brave,  and  glad  and  strong,  and  tender,  when  the  sky 
is  dreary.  It  is  in  such  seasons — and  they  form  nine-tenths  of  life — that  he  who 
waits  on  God  will  show  his  strength. — George  H.  Morrison. 


A traveler,  fording  a river  on  horseback,  became  so  dizzy  as  to  be  near  losing  his 
seat.  Suddenly  he  received  a blow  under  his  chin  from  his  companion,  with  the  words 
“Look  up !”  Looking  up  from  the  turbulent  waters  saved  his  life.  Looking  on  our- 
selves, our  wants,  our  cares,  our  disappointments,  causes  us  to  become  spiritually  dizzy. 
Looking  up  unto  God  in  prayer  will  help  us  to  “rejoice  always.” — S.  S.  Times. 
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The  churches  will  please  bear  in  mind 
that  at  the  meeting  of  Synod  Dr.  S.  A.  S. 
Metheny  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the 
Foreign  Missions,  and  all  moneys  for  this 
purpose  should  be  sent  to  his  address,  617 
North  Forty-third  street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  The  Board  urges  increased  liberality 
on  the  part  of  the  people  that  the  full 
appropriation  of  $18,500  for  the  Levant 
Missions  and  the  full  appropriation  of 
$8,000  for  the  Mission  in  China  may  be 
raised.  That  amount  will  be  required, 
and  more,  to  meet  the  expense  of  the  ad- 
vance movement  described  in  its  Report, 
and  heartily  endorsed  by  Synod.  (See 
Olive  Trees  for  June,  pp.  137  and  138.) 

The  Board  was  also  authorized  to  ask 
for  not  less  than  $3,000  to  complete  a 
Missionary  Home  in  Gunaimia,  a very 
important  outstation  in  Northern  Syria, 
and  to  enlarge  the  “Alexander  House”  in 
Latakia  by  the  addition  of  three  or  four 
rooms,  thus  providing  suitable  accommo- 
dation for  a missionary  and  his  family. 
The  friends  of  the  Levant  Missions  are 
requested  to  contribute  the  amount  called 
for  at  once,  that  there  may  be  no  un- 
necessary delay  in  doing  the  work  this 
summer.  Surely  it  may  be  confidently 
expected  that  twenty  or  thirty  devoted 
members  of  the  Covenanter  Church  will 
put  this  money  into  the  Treasury  without 
waiting  for  any  special  appeal. 

4^ 

The  readers  of  Olive  Trees  are  re- 
quested to  study  carefully  the  Report  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  the  Re- 
port of  Synod’s  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions,  published  in  the  June  number. 
According  to  these  papers  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  “present  urgent  need  of 
twenty-five  additional  missionaries,  six 
ministers,  five  physicians,  eleven  teachers, 


two  trained  nurses  and  a hospital  matron ; 
these  to  be  distributed  among  the  Mis- 
sions according  to  the  present  necessity 
of  each.”  Acting  on  the  pledge  of  Synod 
“that  we  will  seek  more  fully  to  meet  the 
call  of  God  to  consecrate  our  sons  and 
daughters  to  the  work  in  the  foreign  field” 
(see  June  number,  p.  130),  the  Board 
now  calls  for  an  indefinite  number  of 
laborers.  Blank  forms  of  application  will 
be  promptly  forwarded  to  any  one  who 
wishes  to  devote  his  life  to  this  service. 
These  applicants  should  be  in  good  health, 
possessed  of  an  evangelistic  spirit  and 
filled  with  an  intense  desire  to  bear  a part 
in  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  Never 
was  the  Lord’s  call  more  loudly  addressed 
to  the  Covenanter  Church  than  to-day: 
“Whom  shall  I send,  and  who  will  go  for 
Us?”  And  never  were  there  grander  op- 
portunities for  successful  service. 

The  interests  of  the  fields,  for  whose 
evangelization  we  have  made  ourselves  re- 
sponsible both  in  the  Levant  and  in  China, 
seem  to  demand  that  the  ministers,  phy- 
sicians and  teachers  called  for  should  be 
in  the  fields  before  the  close  of  1910. 

•# 

The  readers,  of  Olive  Trees  are  urged 
to  examine  the  Field  Reports  published  in 
June  and  Jnly  numbers,  and  thus  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  present 
condition  and  needs  of  the  work  abroad. 

A brother,  wdiose  very  loyalty  to  his 
conviction  leads  him  sometimes  to  say 
and  to  put  things  in  print  without  meas- 
uring their  far-reaching  consequences,  of- 
fered on  the  floor  of  Synod  a resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  practice  of  using  indi- 
vidual cups  at  Communion.  The  special 
committee  to  which  the  resolution  was'  re- 
ferred, recommended  the  following  action : 


172 


Editorial  Notes. 


“Not  wishing  to  introduce  into  the 
Church  unnecessarily  a disturbing  ele- 
ment, the  consideration  of  the  question 
as  to  the  method  of  dispensing  the  wine  at 
the  Communion  is  indefinitely  postponed.” 

During  the  discussion  on  the  adoption 
of  this  suggested  action,  Rev.  Julius  A. 
Kempf  stated  that  an  article,  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Christian  Nation  a few 
months  ago,  reflected  with  great  severity 
on  the  Mission  at  Tak  Hing,  China,  where 
the  individual  cup  is  used  in  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  had  deeply 
wounded  the  feelings  of  all  the  mission- 
aries. . 

At  once  the  writer  of  the  article  was  on 
his  feet  to  express  regret,  and  made  a 
manly  apology,  saying  in  effect  that  he 
had  written  it  under  excitement  and  con- 
sequently had  manifested  a spirit  that  was 
not  brotherly.  And  this  apology  The 
Christian  Nation  volunteered  to  publish 
as  widely  as  the  offense. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  then  adopted,  and  Synod  put  on  its 
Minutes  the  following  resolution : “Synod 
expresses  its  confidence  in  the  faithful- 
ness of  our  missionaries  in  China  and  of 
their  ability  to  order  the  affairs  of  the 
Mission  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Cove- 
nanter Church.” 

Every  letter  from  the  foreign  fields  ex- 
presses profound  sympathy  with  Mr.  Wal- 
ter T.  Miller  and  family  in  their  trouble. 
Two  quotations  will  serve  as  specimens  of 
many  that  might  be  made : “Mr.  Miller, 
laboring  on  long  after  he  should  have  had 
relief,  has  faithfully  served  the  Church 
and  the  missionaries,  and  will  be  missed 
very  much  in  the  work.”  “The  Church 


will  hold  him  and  his  service,  so  freely 
rendered,  in  loving  remembrance.” 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Copeland, 
Parnassus,  Pa.,  we  publish  the  following 
report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Latakia 
Church  Building  Fund  up  to  and  includ- 
ing June  10 : 

May  14,  1910.  Olathe,  Kan., 

Mrs.  Anna  E.  Wilson $25.00 

May  23,  1910.  New  Concord, 

O.,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Jameson 10.00 

May  23,  1910.  Beulah  Cong., 

Nebraska,  J.  T.  Mitchell 10.00 

May  24,  1910.  Third  N.  Y., 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Foster 242.00 

May  31,  1910.  Pgh.  Presbyte- 
rial  Thank  Offering,  Mrs.  S. 

R.  Wills t 1941.18 

June  1,  1910.  Denison,  Kan., 

Mrs.  Bertha  Braum 15.00 

J une  1, 1910.  Lake  Reno  Cong., 

Minn.,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Elsey 30.50 


Total  $2273.68 

% 

We  give  below  the  Thank  Offering  re- 
ceived at  Pittsburg  Presbyterial  Woman’s 
Missionary  Convention,  Allegheny 


Church,  May  17,  1910 : 

Indian  Mission $163.74 

Jewish  Mission 19.50 

Domestic  Mission 19.50 

Mission  in  China 118.50 

Southern  Mission  4.50 

Syrian  Mission 7.50 

Students’  Aid 1.00 

National  Reform  5.00 

Proposed  new  church  in  Latakia  1941.18 

Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick 13.75 

Total $2294.17 


A synopsis  of  the  report  of  Mrs.  S.  R.  Wills,  treasurer  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Society  of  Pittsburg  Presbytery,  will  appear  in  next  issue  of  Olive  Trees. 


Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright  and  son  arrived  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  June  3,  1910.  Both  well. 


Latakia , Syria. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1910. 

, 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar..;. 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie,  on  furlough 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  F.  May  Elsey. 

:V 

Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds on  furlough 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  Elma  French 


Mersina , Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll,  on  furlough  Larnaca , Cyprus. 
Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D , on  furlough  Nicosia , Cyprus. , 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf.  ..  .on  furlough 
Rev.  William  M.  Robb  on  furlough 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 

Miss  Jennie  Dean 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1910. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission , 

800  So.  Fifth  Street , Philadelphia,  Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Dr.  S.  A.  S. 
Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission  ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers',  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


MAP  or  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PR^ESBYTERIAN^VRCH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA- 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Any  one  wishing  a copy  can  have  it  mailed  to  his  address  for  $2.00. 

ADDRESS 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE,  325  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 

* f 

Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

Puhlialier,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer. 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

851  853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 

PICTURES  AND  R I C X U R E FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Telephone,  2700  Worth.  Established  I860. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS 
^ FOR  SPECTACLES 
24  West  33d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  6363  Madison  Square 

1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY  SVinSIKS  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

— WRITE  FOR  PRICES'  


MACKEOWN 


